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Kansas City Film Producer And Director
Rick Cowan Dies


Courtesy Wendy Thompson
Longtime Kansas City film
producer and director Rick
Cowan died of a heart attack
around 2 a.m. on Monday, August
8th, 2016, of Houston Lake.
Cowan’s wife, Wendy Thompson,
announced the news on Facebook.
The two had shared a nice
evening together before he started
feeling poorly, Thompson tells
C J Janovy, for KCUR.

Cowan had worked in Kansas City’s film industry since arriving in town in the late 1970s.
“He was so unique, because not only was he a director and producer, he was an actor and a location
manager,” says Kansas City Film Commissioner Stephane Scupham. “He was a champion for our
industry, always advocating for it to be strong and to grow, for all the people in it to be working, and for
all of these projects that we can have come to Kansas City.”
Cowan was an advisor to the Kansas City Film Office, and had served on the Missouri Motion Media
Association board. In 2014, Scupham says, Cowan accompanied her to Jefferson City to lobby for tax
incentives for filmmakers.
He spoke to lawmakers, she says, “from the point of view of
somebody who is a full-time freelancer in the industry,
because he knew that full-time freelancer is a real career. He
was an example of somebody who does that.”
"It’s a great loss to the Kansas City film community and a
deep personal loss for me," says University of Kansas film
professor Kevin Willmott, who worked with Cowan on 9th
Street, CSA: Confederate States of America and The Only
Good Indian.
"When I first came back to start making films here, Rick was
the key person I met to really help me in my travels,"
Willmott says. "He was just a really great producer and more
than anything a great friend. We talked every day about
politics and race and religion and all the things that really
mattered in life. It’s rare you get to find those people and it
was a real honor to get to make films with him.”
Cowan with his wife, Wendy Thompson. Photo Credit: Larry Levenson.

Cowan was born in Macon, Missouri, and came to Kansas City in the late 1970s, Thompson says. The
two met in the mid-1980s at an audition for an Independence Community Theater production of "Our
Town."
“He got cast and I did not,” Thompson says. “I didn’t see him again until I was doing a show in the
summer for what used to be Theater Under the Stars outside of Penn Valley Park. I was in a play that
was having trouble finding enough men for the cast. He didn’t have to audition – he just walked in. We
looked at each other and said, ‘I remember you.’”
They started dating when the show was over, and the two
proceeded on parallel career paths in Kansas City’s
creative community, Cowan with his film work and
Thompson as the creator and owner of The Mystery Train
dinner theater company.
“We were pretty good about bouncing creative ideas off of
each other, he was a support person, another voice,
another opinion,” Thompson says. “Rick was an
incredibly smart man.”
Publicly, Thompson notes, “he was very irreverent, always had a great sense of humor. He was just a
charming man – anybody will tell you that.”
But she jokes about what he was like at home.
Rick Cowan
Credit Courtesy Wendy Thompson
“I always tell people, ‘You think he’s a great guy until you live with
him. But he’s the main source of inspiration when I’m trying to figure
out how to kill people in my next play!’ He’d laugh about that but
sometimes the urge was there! He was a little OCD about a lot of
things. He had his quirks and wanted to have control of things, which
is why he was a really good producer. And very talented. He had a
very artistic eye and was very articulate.”
Besides their common interest in the theater and entertainment,
the two developed a love for
travel.
He had recently been working
on a series of commercials,
Thompson says, but had a quiet
summer.
“He kind of had hit a little lull
and we were planning on
taking a trip to Africa next
month,” she says. “We’d taken
a lot of trips and they’d been
great. Africa was on his bucket
list.”

Memories of Rick Cowan
I first met Rick in the parking lot at city hall. He was sorting through a
metal locker of fireworks on a very, very hot July day. I could see how
hard he was working in that oven of a locker yet, when he saw me walking
toward the community garden he stopped to introduce himself. I was
curious about what he was doing and with great humor he told me how
much he loved to play with fireworks and even the miserable sorting
process and safety checks didn’t take the fun out of it for him. Our annual
fireworks show always impressed me but it was especially fun for me after
I’d met Rick and knew how much he loved his “explosive” hobby.
Years later I joined the city council and sat next to Rick at our meetings.
He really impressed me with his perspective and sensible approach to
issues. Rick was a fun loving, humorous guy, but he took his
responsibilities on the council seriously. He readily took on problems and found solutions, and if questions were
asked that we couldn’t immediately answer he made sure to know the answer by the next meeting. We were very
lucky to have Rick in our community, he was a great neighbor, great alderman and a great human being.
RIP Rick, we will miss you!
:: Jean Anderson
See these photos and more on our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/Houston-Lake-MO-317352441558/

Rick Cowan
Nov. 23, 1955 to Aug 8, 2016
Rick Cowan, 60 years old, of Houston Lake, MO. died early on
August 8, 2016 at St. Luke’s Hospital North of a heart attack. He
was born Nov. 23, 1955 in Kirksville, MO to Maxine and Donald
Cowan. He grew up in Missouri and attended college briefly at
Truman State (then Northeast Missouri State College.) He married
Wendy Thompson on March 20, 1988 in Kansas City, MO.
He moved to Kansas City in the late 70s, working in theater as an
actor and director, then establishing his career in the film industry as
Assistant Director, Location Scout, Production Manager, and
Producer. As the Producer of three feature films, he took two of
them to the Sundance Film Festival – “CSA: The Confederate States
of America” and “The Only Good Indian.” He also produced many,
many television commercials, earning an Emmy Award for “When I
Grow Up.”
Rick served on the City Council of Houston Lake for over eight
years as Alderman and would design and execute the fireworks display for the city’s Independence Day
Celebration. His passion for his work led him to lobby both state and local governments to promote
Kansas City as a place to film. He served on the Advisory Board for the Kansas City Film Commission,
as well. For many years, he donated his services as the site manager for Aids Walk Kansas City.
Rick lived life like an artist. He loved traveling, his family, movies, fireworks and discussing politics.
All who knew him will miss his irreverent sense of humor, his quick wit, and his generous nature.
He is survived by his wife, Wendy Thompson, three children, Kelley Jones (and Kevin), Jason
Thompson, and Season Hansen, six grandchildren, Cassady Thompson (and Haiden Harding), Katie
Thompson, Tyson Jones, Nadia Jones, Nevaeh Hanson and Revekah Hansen, one great-grandchild,
Elijah Harding, his mother Maxine Cowan of Macon, MO, two brothers, Tracy Cowan (and Jeanne) of
Clayton, MO and Doug Cowan (and Carrie) of St. Paul, MN, as well as his aunt and uncle, Carolyn and
Harold Sandretto of Green Castle, MO. His father preceded him in death.

Mike Hallauer Honored For Dedicated Community Service at The Missouri Municipal League
West Gate Region Civic Leadership Awards
Mike Hallauer, former mayor of Houston Lake, was honored by the West Gate Division of the
Missouri Municipal League at its Civic Leadership Award Banquet July 21 in Blue Springs,
Missouri.
Mike was appointed Mayor of Houston Lake in February 2004 and served until his
retirement in October 2015. He was a tireless leader, always finding ways to help the city's
residents and leading with a steady hand.
During Mike's tenure, he balanced a downward spiraling budget and created a financial
surplus without raising taxes. Working with community volunteers, he wrote, submitted
and implemented grants to build a playground, renovate a bridge, repair a sinkhole, and
redesign a street to prevent flooding. He helped build the Mayor's Park and the Community
Garden for residents to share and enjoy.
Mike negotiated a Fire Protection contract with the City of Riverside and a Police
Protection contract with the Platte County Sheriff’s Department, saving the city thousands
of dollars. He organized an annual Fall Brush Pick Up and Spring Clean Up and a Curbside
Recycling Program to reduce waste going to the landfill.
These words describe Mike: dedicated, hard-working, and caring. He was always the first
to arrive and the last to leave. He saw what needed to be done and quietly did it. Whether
it was mowing an elderly neighbor's yard or running the city's snowplow in the middle of a
blizzard on a cold dark night, we were incredibly fortunate to have his leadership and
friendship.
The West Gate Region of the Missouri Municipal League consists of member municipalities in
the five metropolitan counties of Jackson, Clay, Platte, Ray and Cass.

How long have you lived at Houston Lake?
We all need to be proud of Houston Lake’s History

Houston Lake is a very unique community; you might say it is one of a kind it is
like a family of sorts. How many cities do you know of that you can drive around
in and almost everyone waves at you or wants you to stop and talk? Do you
realize that the material and labor that was used to build City Hall was donated
by people living here on the lake at that time?
The Houston Laker Newspaper was originally published in 1957. Mary Head has
been the editor for over thirty-eight years and has never been paid a dime for
any of her time. In this day and age everyone is super busy but let’s keep
Houston Lake a place where we all know each other and are willing to help each
other when need be.
Unless you attend the Home Owners Associations meetings you have no idea
what is going on. Surely you can spare ( ONE HOUR PER MONTH ) to attend a
Home’s Association Meeting and learn what really makes Houston Lake tick.
Joe Chepren, President of the HOA has some very exciting news he would like to
share with the whole community at the next meeting. It will be very beneficial
to each and every one to attend. The Home Owner’s Association wants to invite
every home owner to the next meeting.
Let’s make this the biggest meeting that the Home Owner’s Association has ever
had. Please attend the next meeting on September 21st, at 6:30pm.

Community
Calendar Events
Sept. 5th Sept. 7th -

Wednesday Trash Pick- up

Sept. 11th -

Sept. 12th - City Council Meeting
7:30pm – City Hall
Sept. 20th - Recycling Day
Sept. 21st

- Venetian Gardens Homes Association
Meeting - 6:30pm, City Hall

Sept. 22nd Sept. 28th -

Arts Circle Meeting, 7:00pm, City Hall

Editor’s Note: Congratulations!!! June 4th, 2016 was the 70th Anniversary
of the Venetian Gardens Homes Association. It was formed June 4th, 1946.

Do you like getting the
Houston Laker paper
delivered to your house?
Call me 816-741-5639
Email me maryjewel40@gmail.com
Or put this questionnaire in the mail slot that is on the
front door of City Hall, a simple yes or no will do.
Thank You Mary Head, Editor

__________________________
Mary Head – Editor of the Houston Laker
YES___________
NO____________
Email if you like ______________________________
Kindly reply by September 9th. Thank You

Houston Lake arts CirCLe’s tHirD annuaL

October 5, 2016
6:30 pm at Houston Lake City Hall

Time for more Fall Fun!

Mask-making, a Pumpkin Feast,
some Music and a Bonfire,
Marshmallows to toast, and Scary
Stories, too! Come join your
friends and neighbors.
Pumpkin Potluck Feast —

Bring your favorite fall dish to
share, along with the recipe. Let’s
enjoy the fruits of the harvest and the talents of
our neighborhood cooks! After dinner, there will be a BONFIRE on
the peninsula (weather permitting) with marshmallows to toast and

scary stories. Don’t forget your lawn chair and a roasting stick!!

So, mark your calendar —
October 5th at 6:30 pm, dinner at 7 pm
and don’t forget to bring your friends and family!!

Houston Lake Arts Circle
Calendar of Events
2016
September 28 Arts Circle Meeting, 7pm
October 5

Fall Pumpkin Festival (date tentative)

November 23 Arts Circle Meeting, 7pm
December

Holiday Caroling (date TBA)

The Houston Lake Arts Circle hosted their second annual art show on August 20th and
21st at City Hall. Many wonderful works of creativity were submitted by our
neighbors including paintings, photographs, sculptures, stitch work, and a pastel
drawing. We’d like to thank the artists for sharing the results of their talent and hard
work: Jean Anderson, Evonne Briones, Joe Briones, Raymond E. Charles, Rick Cowan,
Betty DeLaFuente, Lily Gay, Zoah Gay, Stephanie Gray, Gary Halterman, Janet
Halterman, Leila Kramer, Linda Kramer, Kathryn Kreider, Bruce Manley, Wendy
Thompson, Valerie Verkamp, Victoria Verkamp and the attendees of the Children’s
Workshop.
If you missed the opening, you still have a chance to enjoy the art. Submissions will
be on display at City Hall over the next twelve months. Half of the submissions will
be up until March and the second half rotated through in early spring.
Stay tuned for news of our Fall Festival. We look forward to seeing you in October
for more art-filled fun!

Important Notice
Trash Pick-up Day
Blue Lid Trash Cart

Your recycling day will also be on a Tuesday once a month.
Trash carts must be curbside by 7:00 am the day of pick up.
Be respectful and remove your cart from curbside when finished.
Items must be inside the cart (Not on the ground, not on top – INSIDE).
If you need an extra cart, please notify Joyce Kullman - 816-547-8173 or
Melinda Cook - 816-352-8401.
The holidays that Allied Waste observe are New Years, Memorial Day,
Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas. When any
of these holidays fall on Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday, your trash pick up
will be on Wednesday of that week.
2016 Holiday Schedule:

Pick-up Day

Labor Day (Monday 9-5-16)

Wednesday 9-7-16

Thanksgiving (Thursday 11-24-16)

Tuesday 11-22-16

Christmas (Sunday 12-25-16)

Tuesday 12-27-16

New Years (Sunday 1-1-17)

Tuesday 1-3-17

Trash and Recycle Bin Retrieval!
If you have extra Trash or Recycle bins that you are NOT using, the city would like
them back! The trash bins are blue with wheels and the recycle bins are blue with
yellow lids and wheels. Please call City Hall and leave a message with your name,
address and phone number and we will arrange a time to pick up the extra bins. City
Hall: 816-741-0644
Thank you!

2016 Recycle Schedule
January 12
February 9
March 8
April 5
May 3
June 1
June 28
July 26
August 23
September 20
October 18
November 15
December 13
Items must be inside the cart (Not on the ground, not on
top – inside). Recycle carts must be curbside by 7:00 am
the day of pick up. Be respectful and remove your cart
from curbside when finished. If you need an extra cart or
would like to recycle, please notify Joyce Kullman -816547-8173 or Melinda Cook 816-352-8401.

Venetian Gardens Homes Association
Minutes of August 17, 2016 Meeting
The meeting started promptly at 6:30 p.m. Vice President, Nick Jackalone, welcomed everyone and
asked that cell phones be turned off before the meeting would begin. There were ten households
represented in the audience. VP Nick asked Joyce Kullman to take roll call.
Roll Call Present:
President – Joe Chepren, Vice President – Nick Jackalone, Secretary/Treasurer – Jan Jackalone,
Board Member - Carolyn Carey, Board Member - Janette Boehm
Minutes:
Minutes from the July 20th meeting were approved by a show of hands. The minutes are published in
the Houston Laker.
Collector’s Report:
There was $324.50 collected from a past due account and two additional late fees were collected.
The report was approved by a show of hands.
Treasurer’s Report:
The total amount of money on hand is $155,151.90. The report was approved by a show of hands.
Update from Subcommittee Leads –
Grant Funding – Pam Freese received a Scholarship to attend a Grant Writing course in St. Louis.
Parks and Maintenance – Joe Chepren reported that the seawall at the beach was in jeopardy because a
dead tree and its roots were pushing out the seawall.
Wildlife Control Officer – Janette Boehm had nothing to report.
Grow Native Committee – Linda Kramer reported that the committee was formed. They will have a
speaker from MO Dept. of Conversation talk about native plants.
Houston Laker Editor – Mary Head said she was busy working on the anniversary issue of the Houston
Laker.
Aerator Maintenance – Gary Halterman reported that the aerator is up and running. Still working on the
diffusers that are at the bottom of the lake.

From Our President Joe Chepren: I know my part. Come up from the rear and eat the dust.

Next meeting is Sept. 21 at 6:30 PM.
THIS MEETING IS SOOOO
IMPORTANT
We will be seeing the project that has been designed for the SILT POND and will require
many members to be there to approve the funds for this project.

Here is where your HOA dues come to work !!
Don't miss this.

City of Houston Lake
Official Minutes of the Council Meeting
July 11, 2016
The Council of the City of Houston Lake met in regular session on July 11, 2016 at City Hall.
The following members were present: Mayor Joyce Kullman, Aldermen Phil Otte, Evadene
Judge, Pam Freese, and Rick Cowan.
Opening Session
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Kullman.
Public Discussion
None
Minutes June 13, 2016
The June 13, 2016 minutes were approved by council with Alderman Cowan abstaining.
Building Permit
None
Mayor Kullman reiterated the procedure for submitting a building permit. The application must
be submitted 10 days prior to our City meeting. This will allow the proper time frame to do a
site visit and review all paperwork.
Treasurer's Report
Mayor Kullman gave an update as to why a check was written out of our road fund account in
the amount of $279.76. This check was written for our street lights.
The Treasurer's report was approved by the Council.
The Treasurer's report shows a balance of $348,253.58.
Resolution 7-11-16 (playbills)
The City Council approved Resolution 7-11-16 unanimously.
City Administrator Report
City Administrator Joe Chepren briefly followed up on the 56th Street issues from last month.
He stated that the repairs on 56th Street would be completed by mid/end of the week. He also
stated that the traffic flow had slowed down since his site meeting last month.
Mayor Kullman thanked City Administrator Chepren, Alderman Freese, and resident Janette
Boehm for attending the site meeting with the developers about the repairs on 56th. Street.
Venetian Gardens' Homes Association Report
None
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New Business
a. 2015-2016 Budget Hearing
A copy of our proposed budget was handed out to council and attendees. Mayor Kullman
reviewed our proposed budget for our fiscal year which runs July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016.
b.2016-2017 Budget
After much discussion between council and attendees about the 2016-2017 fiscal year budget a
motion was made to approve this by Alderman Freese and seconded by Alderman Cowan.
Roll call:
Cowan-Aye
Freese-Aye
Otte-Aye
Judge-Aye
c. Mayor Kullman presented the council with Bill No. 071116-1, An Ordinance adjusting the
salary of the City Clerk for the City of Houston Lake, Missouri. Alderman Cowan made a
motion to put this bill on its first reading by title only, seconded by Alderman Otte.
The City Clerk read Bill No. 071116-1 by title only.
Alderman Cowan made a motion to place this bill on its second reading by title only, seconded
by Alderman Freese.
The City Clerk read Bill No. 071116-1 by title only.
Alderman Otte made a motion to put this bill on its final passage, seconded by Alderman Freese.
Roll call:
Cowan-Aye
Freese-Aye
Otte-Aye
Judge-Aye
Bill No. 071116-1 Ordinance 354 was passed.
d. Mayor Kullman presented the council with Bill No. 071116-2, An Ordinance adjusting the
salary of the City Bookkeeper for the City of Houston Lake, Missouri. Alderman Freese made a
motion to put this bill on its first reading by title only, seconded by Alderman Cowan.
The City Clerk read Bill No. 071116-2 by title only.
Alderman Cowan made a motion to place this bill on its second reading by title only, seconded
by Alderman Freese.
The City Clerk read Bill No. 071116-2 by title only.
Alderman Cowan made a motion to put this bill on its final passage, seconded by Alderman
Freese.
Roll call:
Cowan-Aye
Freese-Aye
Otte-Abstain
Judge-Aye
Bill No. 071116-2 Ordinance 355 was passed.
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e. Mayor Kullman presented the council with Bill No. 071116-3, An Ordinance adjusting the
salary of the City Codes Enforcement Officer for the City of Houston Lake, Missouri.
Alderman Cowan made a motion to put this bill on its first reading by title only, seconded by
Alderman Judge.
The City Clerk read Bill No. 071116-3 by title only.
Alderman Cowan made a motion to place this bill on its second reading by title only, seconded
by Alderman Freese.
The City Clerk read Bill No. 071116-3 by title only.
Alderman Cowan made a motion to put this bill on its final passage, seconded by Alderman
Freese.
Roll call:
Cowan-Aye
Freese-Aye
Otte-Aye
Judge-Aye
Bill No. 071116-3 Ordinance 356 was passed.
f. Mayor Kullman presented the council with Bill No. 071116-4, An Ordinance Repealing
Section 235.060 adding a dumpster to a residence.
After much discussion between council and attendees, it has been decided to table Bill No.
071116-4, until we can consult with our City Attorney.
g. Mayor Kullman discussed with council and attendees about an ordinance for temporary
storage units. Mayor Kullman and Codes Enforcer Officer Dean will work with our City
Attorney to discuss proper language for this ordinance.
Sheriff’s Report
The Platte County Sheriff's Department submitted a police report for the month June, 2016.
Resident at 5406 NW Venetian Drive inquired about whether we had a follow up or a support
system for domestic disturbance victims. Mayor Kullman stated that we do not, and added that if
this is something that the resident is interested in, that this matter can be discussed at a later time.
The Platte County Sheriffs' Officer stated that they do supply the victims with an Assist sheet,
which provides them with information for counseling, shelters, support groups and legal advice.
The Platte County Sheriff informed everyone that they would now be using electronic records for
all summons and traffic citations. All paperwork will be printed off and handed out at the time of
the citation.
Codes' Enforcement Report
A codes' report was presented to council and attendees. Codes Enforcement Officer Dean briefly
updated everyone that for the most part residents have been cooperative, for the few that have
not cooperated, they have been summoned to court on July 26th, 2016.
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Emergency Management
No report
Alderman Cowan inquired if we had anyone in charge of our Emergency Management. Mayor
Kullman stated that we have reached out to several people and as of now no one is interested.
Reports from Aldermen
Alderman Judge - None
Alderman Otte –Alderman Phil Otte thanked Alderman Cowan and all the rest of the pyro
crew for the great fireworks display. He also thanked everyone that volunteered for our Fourth
of July Celebration.
Alderman Freese - Alderman Freese thanked everyone who came together and helped out with
our Fourth of July Celebration. She also gave thanks to Alderman Cowan for the amazing
fireworks display.
Alderman Cowan – None
Mayors Report
Mayor Kullman thanked Alderman Cowan and his crew for the fireworks display. She also gave
thanks to all who were involved in making our Fourth of July celebration a success.
Mayor Joyce Kullman informed everyone she would like to host an open forum for the residents,
HOA leadership board and the City Council. The tentative date for this is August 13, 2016.
Mayor Kullman stated that resident Dan Coronado would like us to be aware of an unmarked
white van that claims to be with Omaha Steak Company.
Closed Session
None
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.
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The Works by Marlene
816.587.1550
by appointment only

A Full Service Salon in Your Neighborhood
*Over Twenty Five years of experience!*
If you’re still not sure…call for a free consultation!
Specializing in Custom Color
Designed for Your skin tones and eye color!
Specialty Perms for just the right look
Connected or Disconnected haircuts!!!
Waxing, Waxing, Waxing…
Paraffin for Dry Skin!
Gift Certificates for All Occasions!

