Houston Laker
“Spring Is Here”

“Redbud”

April 2018

April 1st -

April Community Calendar Events

April 3rd - General Municipal Election Day @ Wexford Place, 6500 N. Cosby Ave.
April 3rd - Recycling Day
April 9th - City Council Meeting, 7:30pm, City Hall.
April 18th - Venetian Gardens Homes Association Simi-Annual Meeting, 7:00pm, City Hall.
April 19th - Art, Life & Folks; Houston Lake Arts Circle Meeting, 7:00pm, City Hall.
May 1st - Recycling Day
____________________________________________________________________________
Attention Cat and Dog Owners, Proof of Vaccinations Due May 1, 2018
The owner or keeper of any dog or cat in the City of Houston Lake is hereby
required to have such animals vaccinated against rabies by a licensed
veterinarian and to procure a certificate of such vaccination from the
veterinarian and to present such certificate to the City Clerk on or before May
first (1st) of each year; and the City Clerk shall register such certificate, which registration
shall remain in force until the April thirtieth (30th) next following said registration. It shall be
unlawful for the owner or keeper of any dog or cat to permit such animal to remain in the City
of Houston Lake unless vaccinated as above provided. (Section 205.020: Vaccination)
____________________________________________________________________________
Don’t Forget Your Missouri Fishing License
and a Houston Lake “2018 Wristband” when fishing!!
Lake Residents from the age of 16 through 64 need a Missouri Fishing License and a Houston
Lake 2018 Wristband in order to fish in Houston Lake. Residents 65 and over need only a
2018 Wristband. No Fishing in the Beach Area.
To get your 2018 Wristbands call Homes Association Treasurer, Susan
Hodges @ 816.786.2377. The Wristbands are FREE if your Homes
Association dues are paid.
Guests of Residents must have that Residents 2018 Wristband with them
when they are on or around the lake and Homes Association property.

April 18th Venetian Gardens Homes Association
Semi-Annual Meeting 7:00pm-City Hall
Paid Members can pick up 2018 wristband from 6:30pm to 7:00pm at City Hall just before
the meeting.

The Board of Directors Welcome and encourage Members to attend.

Feeding geese and other waterfowl bread and
crackers is a common pastime for many adults and
children, but many people do not know that this
can be harmful to the birds, as well as the
environment. Here are several reasons why you
should not feed geese and other birds.
Bread, crackers, popcorn, and other highcarbohydrate foods are like junk food to birds. They
provide very little nutritional content, and birds that
fill up on them will not seek out other, nutritious
food. This can cause the birds to become
malnourished, which can contribute to a host of
health problems for both adults and babies.
Even though you may only choose to feed geese and other birds small amounts of bread or other foods,
other families may be doing the same thing. The result could be that the birds' diet consists primarily of
unhealthy foods.
If an abundant supply of food is readily available from humans, the geese population will grow because the
birds will be attracted to the handouts. This can cause the area to become overcrowded. A supply of easyto-acquire food will also lead the birds to lay more eggs, which can further contribute to overpopulation.
Feeding geese bread can also contribute to the spread of disease. A diet rich in carbohydrates will cause the
birds to defecate more, which can spread bacteria that can contribute to disease. Moldy bread that is not
eaten and left on the ground can cause aspergillosis, a lung infection that can be fatal to waterfowl. In
addition, rotting bread can attract pests, such as rats, mice, and insects, which can spread disease.
Feeding geese can also pollute the environment. Uneaten bread is unsightly. It can rot and release noxious
odors, and it can also lead to the growth of algae, which can clog natural waterways and endanger the
health of fish and other wildlife.
Geese and other birds that rely on humans for food lose their natural fear and may place themselves in
dangerous situations, such as crossing roads in search of food. They may also become aggressive toward
humans who do not provide them with the food they want.
While you may think that you are helping geese by providing them with food,
you can be jeopardizing the health of the birds, other animals, and humans, as
well as polluting the environment. Wild geese have plenty of healthy food in
their habitat to sustain them. Let the geese find food on their own so that they
and other animals in the environment can stay healthy.

Dedication of Cowan’s Cove
Saturday, March 10th, turned out to be a nice day, as
friends, family and neighbors gathered on the peninsula
behind City Hall for the dedication of Cowan’s Cove. The
plaque, honoring the memory of Rick Cowan and his work
for the City of Houston Lake, was officially unveiled and
will serve as a permanent place marker of the newly
named cove.
Mayor Pam Freese gave the welcoming remarks to the
crowd. She mentioned her friendship with Rick and how
much he loved to “blow shit up.” Everyone who knew Rick
laughed at that. Former Mayor Mike Hallauer spoke next,
talking about Rick’s service on the City Council and how much Rick liked to push the limits. He didn’t always
break the rules, but he always wanted to see how elastic they were. Dave Hallauer spoke about working
with Rick on the fireworks displays over the many years. He mentioned the reputation that the crew had
gained for being rednecks, but very safe rednecks, according to the Fire Marshall in Riverside!
Rick’s widow, Wendy Thompson, took a few minutes to talk about Rick’s passion for the fireworks displays he
created. He put a lot of thought and planning into it each year, starting early in February. For months, he
prepared for his show by ordering, budgeting, designing and sorting. Then it was training the shooters,
passing inspection and double-checking for safety. Rick had announced that 2016 was to be his last show,
and it turned out to be his best. He returned to his own yard at the end of that night saying, “That was the
best show I’ve ever done! No one got hurt, nothing misfired, everything went in order. It was perfect!” He
was so very happy.
Thanks were given to the shooting crew that made that perfect show possible: Mike Hallauer, Dave Hallauer,
Brittany Hallauer, Jeff Smith, Amy Stone, Nathan Kincaid, Natalie Kincaid, and Fire Marshall Keith Payne. The
only one missing from the crew was Dennis Hallauer, who passed away last summer. A few sparklers were
lit in Rick’s honor before the sign was unveiled which made the grass catch fire. So, there was a brief
distraction, but it was stomped out quickly. The Fire Marshall just chuckled. Rick was surely laughing, too.
Refreshments were offered in City Hall afterward, accompanied by a slide show of pictures of the fireworks.
Those photos are thanks to several people on the lake, including Mary Head, Kimberly Walker, Jean
Anderson, Brittany Hallauer, and Kelley Jones. Grateful acknowledgements also go out to Mayor Pam Freese
and the City Council of Houston Lake, the Venetian Gardens Home Owners Association, the Houston Lake
Arts Circle, Jan and Nick Jackalone, and Gary Halterman, who built the stand for the sign.
With the unveiling, the little inlet of water that marks where Rick Cowan lived and worked on his fireworks is
now known as Cowan’s Cove. If you missed the ceremony, take a walk out on the peninsula to notice the
plaque and remember Rick and his big displays of light and sound. He really did love to blow shit up! (You’ll
notice the sign has been changed to protect the innocent.) Rick’s shows celebrated the joy of life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness.

Wendy Thompson

Cowan’s Cove
Named for Rick Cowan, Houston Lake Alderman from 2009 – 2016.
Artistic Designer and Director of the Houston Lake Fireworks Display from 2003-2016
He loved to blow stuff up and he did it very well.
Dave Hallauer

Wendy & Mayor Pam address the crowd.

Mayor Pam Freese

Former Mayor Mike Hallauer

Wendy & Maxine Cowan (Rick’s mother) unveil the sign.

Art, Life & Folks; Houston Lake Arts Circle
Announcements & Updates
Annual Art Show Theme Announcement
We are thrilled to announce, after community input and careful deliberation, the 2018 Art Show theme
is “Seasons of the Lake”.
Let your creative wheels start turning! We are excited to see what our talented and passionate
community creates this year.
New Art in City Hall
In February we rotated the art from our 2017 Art Show. Please take time to enjoy the spring selection
next time you are at City Hall!
Cover Art for the Houston Laker
We still need artists to supply cover art for July 2018 and August 2018 issues of the Laker. If
interested, please email the ALF;HLAC Board at arts.circle@houstonlake.net.
Next Meeting –April 19th
Please join us at our next meeting on Thursday, April 19th at 7pm. We’ll meet at City Hall and discuss
the kids’ workshop, the annual art show, plus new arting-outings.

Spring Crime Prevention Tips Message:
As temperatures increase over the next several weeks, the Platte County Sheriff's Office would like to remind
you to take the follow precautions as you enjoy the spring season:
1) Always keep your home's doors and windows locked when you go to bed or leave your house, even if
you are leaving for a short period.
2) Secure all lawn and gardening equipment in your garage or a storage shed, and keep your garage doors
closed at all times (even when you're doing work around the house).
3) Put all ladders and other tools back into a secure storage area after you use them. -Be aware of home
improvements scams. If you did not solicit the contractor or salesman who shows up at your door
unannounced, do not do business with that person.
4) Always remember to close your car windows, take any valuables out of your car, and lock your doors
every time you exit your vehicle, even if your vehicle is parked in your driveway.
5) Get to know your neighbors! Let a trusted neighbor know if you are planning to travel this spring.
Neighbors who know each other look out for each other.
From Assistant EM Coordinator Michael ONeal, Platte County Sheriff’s Office.

Always call 911 when you hear gunshots
We've received several messages on here lately from residents who said they heard gunshots nearby. Please,
please, please always call 911 when this happens, even if you're not exactly sure of where the shots came
from. Officers will come to the area and look for the source and any possible victims. Posting and notifying
police on Nextdoor is not sufficient as this is not monitored 24/7, and gunshots need an immediate police
response. Someone's life could depend on it. Thank you for understanding.
From Public Relations Specialist Sara Boyd, Kansas City Police Department.

Urgent: Man staring in windows here on Houston Lake.
There’s a man that was spotted on March 20th, staring in our windows. He then jumped the neighbors’ fence
and hid under their trampoline. Keep your eyes peeled. I have reported this information to the police.

We a t h e r R a d i o s Ava i l a b l e f o r S a l e
Midland WR-120EZ Desk Top NOAA Weather Alert Radio
Receives alerts for ONLY your local area with Specific Area Message Encoding S.A.M.E
technology
Stay protected during power outages with battery backup—3 AAA alkaline (provided)
Alert override automatically switches from standby to emergency alert
Convenient alarm clock and weather radio in one
Continuous backlighting option—Keeps the LED on
Color coded alert indicators
25 programmable counties
Stay safe and alerted at home with this fast and reliable All Hazards Radio. Receive information
on life threatening weather as well as civil emergencies such as Amber Alerts, chemical spills and
other emergency broadcasts.

Only $30.00

Includes Programming & 3 AA Batteries— No Sales Tax

Midland ER200 Weather Alert Digital Emergency Radio
Ideal for Emergency Kit, Camping, Beach, Park, and Everyday
Multiple Sustainable Power Sources-Solar Panel, Hand Crank, USB Power
Long Battery Life-2000mAh rechargeable Li-ion battery-25 hours of normal use
Weather & AM/FM Radio
LCD Display with Clock—Headphone Jack—Retractable Antenna
USB Output to charge Cell phone-USB Cable included
LED Bright Flashlight—Low/High Brightness Settings—SOS Beacon

This portable handheld radio can be used for both home and travel use.

Only $30.00

Includes Setup — No Sales Tax

For more Information about NOAA Weather Radios contact:
Riverside Office of Emergency Management
2990 NW Vivion Road
Riverside, Missouri 64150-1502
816-741-1191
Riverside is StormReady. Are you StormReady?
www.riversidemo.com

Dear Houston Lakers,

It’s Spring Cleaning time! After this long cold winter and we all come outside and enjoy this beautiful
weather this is a really good time to take a good hard look at the outside our homes.
Some of the Code Violations that get written up the most often in the spring and summer include, rubbish,
garbage and junk, untagged vehicles, trash cans and grass and weeds.
Basically, the rubbish, garbage and junk ordinance entails is that anything that is stored outside needs to
be outdoor items, including grills, outdoor furniture, toys, bicycles and other items that are deemed for
outdoor use. These items should be stored in a neat and orderly manner.
What should NOT be stored outside, including in open car ports, are cardboard boxes, plastic totes,
upholstered furniture, items that can be blown around by the wind, exercise equipment and any other items
that are deemed to be for indoor use.
The Rubbish, Garbage and Junk ordinance also includes brush, firewood not being stored properly, and tree
branches.
The City of Houston Lake does not allow any vehicles to be parked within city limits without a legal tag.
The City also requests that you not completely dismantle your car and rebuild it unless it is in an enclosed
garage. This also applies to having car repair business on your property without proper authorization.
Yes, of course, you can change your oil, do minor repairs, and general maintenance on your vehicle.
The City requests that you pull your trash cans back to the house no later than 8: 00 PM the evening that
your trash is collected. Not only does leaving your trash can(s) along the street look bad, it can cause a
serious traffic issue. So please, be respectful of your neighbors and get those trash can pulled back from the
street as early as you can.
And of course, we have to cover tall grass and weeds. Please make sure you are not allowing your grass
to grow 18 inches or higher. This includes areas along the streets and culverts. This does not only include
grass and weeds, this also includes tree starts, bushes, over growth, invasive plants and noxious weeds. We
don’t want to lose the natural look of our community we just want to make sure that the yards are well
maintained and that vehicles can drive along the streets without damage.

Section 235.80. Rubbish Garbage and Junk.
All Exterior property and premises and the interior of every structure shall be free from any
accumulation of rubbish or garbage or junk.
Section 235.060 G: Motor Vehicles:
Except as provided for in other regulations, no inoperative or unlicensed motor vehicle shall be
parked, kept, or stored on any premises and no vehicle shall at any time be in a state of major
disassembly, disrepair or in the process of being stripped or dismantled.
Section 230.030. Collection of Solid Waste.
C.

Solid waste containers as required by this Chapter for the storage of residential solid waste shall
be placed at curbside for collection but shall not be so placed until after 6:00 P.M. on the day next
preceding the regularly scheduled collection day. Containers shall be removed from curbside no
later than 8:00 P.M. on the day of collection. No alley service shall be allowed under the terms of
this Chapter, except as approved by the Board of Aldermen.

Section 215.110. Weeds, High Grass or Other Vegetation.
A.
Failure To Keep Weeds, High Grass And Other Vegetation Cut And Removed, A Nuisance. All
persons owning or occupying any lot or tract of land in the City shall keep the weeds, high grass and
other vegetation growing on such property cut and removed. Whenever such weeds, high grass or
other vegetation shall attain the height of eighteen (18) inches, it shall be deemed a public nuisance.
After the City has proceeded once with notice and abatement procedures under Subsections (D)
through (F) of this Section with respect to a particular lot or tract of land, weeds, high grass or other
vegetation exceeding six (6) inches may be deemed a public nuisance.
The Code Enforcement officer of other City Official as designated by the City shall give a hearing
after ten (10) days’ notice thereof either personally or by Untied states mail to the owner or owners, or
his/her or their agents, or by posting such notice on the premises; thereupon, the Code Enforcement
officer may declare the weeds, high grass or other vegetation to be a nuisance and order the same to be
abated within five (5) days.
We all have a responsibility to the community and our neighbors to follow these ordinances. Not only does
it improve the look of the community, they keep the community safer, keep vermin like snakes and mice
away from your home, and it can raise property values.
As always, please feel free to contact your local Code Enforcement Officer, Cathy Grove, with any
questions, comments, complaints or suggestions. This is a team effort and we can’t do this alone.
Contact information for Code Enforcement is:
913-701-7142
codesenforcement@houstonlake.net

Tree Trimming at Houston Lake City Hall March 20, 2018
Photos by Dennis Hodges

FYI
ARTICLE II. PERMITS
SECTION 500.100:
BUILDING
PERMIT REQUIRED
All persons desiring to construct,
erect, alter or add to any building,
boat dock, fences, road or drive or
any structure in the City of Houston
Lake, Missouri, must first obtain a
building permit for such construction,
alteration or addition from the Board of
Aldermen of said City. (Ord. No. 282
§2, 10-14-02)
SECTION 500.110:
PERMIT APPLICATIONS
All persons desiring to obtain such a
permit shall submit an application with
the complete plans and specifications
and plot plan for such construction
showing sizes, estimated cost and
details of such proposed construction
and the location of such construction
upon the plot of land. No new
dwelling construction or property line
fence construction will be permitted
until after certified surveys have been
filed with the Board of Aldermen.
Certified surveys will be required on all
additions to old dwellings where the
new construction will be closer to the
property line than the old dwelling.
(Ord. No. 282 §3, 10-14-02)
Applications for a building permit may
be obtained by leaving a message at
City Hall 816-741-0644 or contacting
your Alderman.

“To All Residents of Houston
Lake”
1.
If any resident needs a trash
container or a recycling container, call
City Hall 816-741-0644 and leave your
name, address, phone number and the
containers will be delivered to your home.

2. According to Ordinance

334, Section 230.025
Open Burning for Recreational
Purposes
All residents of Houston Lake wishing to
apply for an open burning permit can do so
by downloading the application on our
website Houstonlake.net or you may call
city hall and leave your name and phone
number. After you have filled out the form,
please slip it through the mail slot on the
door at City Hall for review and approval
by the City Council.

Fire Danger
Over the years, Kansas City has issued
several Red Flag Warnings to alert
residents against starting fires. Please pay
attention to the local news and refrain
from starting any fires.

City of Houston Lake
Official Minutes of theCouncil Meeting
February 12, 2018
The Council of the City of Houston Lake met in regular session on February12, 2018 at City
Hall. The following members were present:
Mayor Pam Freese,Alderman Joyce Kullman, Alderman Nick Jackalone, Alderman Phil Otte,
Alderman Chuck Stone.
1. Opening Session
The meeting was called to order at 7:33p.m. by Mayor Freese.
Presentation by Tony Luetkemeyer, local candidate for MO State Senate in Platte County
2. Public Discussion
None
3. Minutes January 8, 2018
Correction made to minutes Item #4 Burn Permit
Mayor asked for an approval of therevised minutes January 8,
2018AldermanOttemotioned, Alderman Stone seconded the motion.
Roll call-Aye: Jackalone, Otte, Stone
Opposed: None
Abstained: Kullman
Motioned passed
4. Building/Burn Permit
Chuck Stone – burn permit.
o Motion to approve Chuck Stones burn permit made by Alderman Jackalone,
Alderman Kullman seconded the motion.
Rollcall – Aye: Jackalone, Otte, Kullman
Opposed:None
Abstained: Stone
Motion passed
5. Treasurer's Report
Alderman Kullman – Grinder Pump taxes
Mowing appears to be over budget in the ledger – Mayor Freese explained that the
budget is $3,000, actual cost was $3,400. This number does not include the HOA
reimbursement for half the cost, which is pending.
Mayor asked for motion to approve the Treasurer’s report showing a balance of
$346,983.81
Alderman Kullman motioned, Alderman Jackalone seconded the motion.
Roll call-Aye: Jackalone, Otte, Stone, Kullman
Opposed: None
Motion passed
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6. Collector's Report
No concerns with report. Report included with meeting packet
7. Resolution 02.12.18 (Paybills)
Mayor asked for a motion to approve Paybills02.12.18
Alderman Kullman motioned, Alderman Otte seconded the motion.
Roll call-Aye: Jackalone, Otte, Stone, Kullman
Opposed: None
Motion for Resolution 02.12.18 passed

8. Emergency Management-Fire Department
We had a busy month in the area
o 2 dogs that fell through the water. Encourage the residents to call first, before
trying to rescue the animal to prevent a delay in response.
o Stay off the ice
o When calling 911 – ensure that you are speaking with Platte County
o Suggestions on maintenance – trees are starting to encroach on the roadway.
Would encourage consideration on trimming back the trees
o Suggestions on fire extinguisher – they are good 10 years, then please replace
o Suggestions on smoke detector – replace batteries when chirping. They have
received grants to purchase detectors for hearing impaired, which are available to
the public if needed.
9. Police Report
9 calls for service in Houston Lake, traffic stops made outside the Houston Lake limits
were not counted in this number. Report is included in the packet.
10. Codes' Enforcement Report
Code enforcement officer presented report – it is included in the meeting packet.
11. City Administrator Report
None
12. Venetian Gardens' Homes Association Report
Homes Association will have no public meeting in February or March. The extended
semi-annual meeting will be held in April.
13. Old Business
Vehicle Tax Measure – after further discussion with city attorney, we had the ballot
measure removed from the April ballot, it will be reintroduced for the November ballot.
For the April ballot, the Alderman elections will be our only item on the ballot.
14. New Business
Phone Provider – Spectrum – We have received an estimate from the cable provider,
would like to set up an internet server and make City Hall a mobile hotspot.
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o The board unanimously consented to switch from ATT Phone service to Spectrum
Phone and Internet
Trees – we have had a survey of the trees on city property. 3 need urgent attention. One
close to city hall has died and must be removed. Two in front of city hall also need to be
trimmed. A tree in city park will need to be removed. Jan Jackalone is working with the
contractors.
o Alderman Kullman moved that we approve a $5,000limit for removal of the 3
most urgent trees, pending bids collected by Jan Jackalone to proceed with the
tree removal prior to the spring storm season.
o Alderman Otte seconded the motion
Roll Call - Aye: Kullman, Otte, Stone, Jackalone
Opposed: None
Motion carries
15. Reports from Alderman
Alderman Jackalone-No Report
Alderman Kullman-No Report
Alderman Otte-There was recently a waterline break on Adrian., American Water came to
repair it, but determined it is a Kansas City Waterline. Kansas City took 2 weeks to fix the
waterline, despite multiple calls. In the process of the repair they destroyed the ATT Line, who
sent a contractor to repair the line.
The street has been damaged during the repair of the line. ATT and KC Water do not plan on
repairing the street, the City will need to start asking them to fix it.
Alderman Stone-Also had a waterline break, American Water was responsible for the repairs. It
was handled before morning. They also handled the repair of the asphalt that was damaged from
the repairs.
Thursday February 8th, 2018 - Kansas City Public Works hosted a feedback meeting, as they are
closing Northwood Road from NW 52nd Street to NW Prairie road. Intersections of 56th and
Northwood will be closed. Project will then continue - adding bike lanes, roundabouts, signage
for the bike lane. This construction will begin in the coming weeks and will last through the
summer of 2019.
During this time we will likely have increased traffic as people utilize our roads to gain
access to the highways.
There will be no water stoppage to the water in Houston Lake during any updates.
16. Mayors report
Bridge Report will be received by early March – Engineering report for the bridge. May
not be available by March meeting, but it is forthcoming.
Alderman Joyce Kullman, City Clerk Megan Micek, City Administrator Craig Soverign
and Mayor Pam Freese will be out of town during the same time period in March. Nick
Jackalone will act as Mayor Pro Tem during this time period.
Alderman Stone made a motion to have Alderman Jackalone Mayor Pro Tem during the
time Mayor Freese is out of town. Alderman Otte seconded the motion
Roll Call: Aye – Stone, Kullman, Jackalone, Otte
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Opposed: None
Motion Carries
Deputy DeClue is a new deputy in the area, introduced by Deputy Mountain.
17. Adjournment
Mayor Freese asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.
Alderman Jackalone motioned, Alderman Kullman seconded the motion.
Roll call-Aye: Jackalone, Otte, Stone, Kullman
Opposed: None
The meeting was adjourned at 8:51p.m.
Next Council Meeting
March12, 2018 at 7:30pm.
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The Works by Marlene
816.587.1550
by appointment only

A Licensed Salon with Convenient Hours
For Your Busy Schedule
“On Going and Current Education”
Free Consultations
Color, Color and More Color!
Highlights, Lowlights, Grey Coverage,
Corrective Color or Just for Fun Color!
Haircuts, Blow-Dries,
Special Do’s for Special Occasions,
Wash and Wear Styles that are Fast and Easy
Just for You!
Many Types of Perms to Fit Your Needs…
Paraffin for Dry Skin, Waxing and More!

