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By Betty L. DeLaFuente
October 2018

October Community Calendar Events
Oct. 8th - City Council Meeting, 7:30pm City Hall
Oct. 10th - Venetian Gardens Homes Association Annual Membership Meeting,7pm - City Hall
“Approval of 2018/2019 Budget, New Board Members & Lake Dues”
Oct. 16th - Recycling Day
Oct. 17th - Pumpkin Festival at 6:30pm, dinner at 7pm., Houston Lake City Hall.
Oct. 18th - Houston Lake Arts Circle Meeting, 7:00pm – City Hall
Oct. 22nd - Annual Brush Pick-Up
Oct. 31st Nov. 6th - General Election at Wexford Place, 6500 N. Cosby Ave, 6am – 7pm.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Road Construction
Road Construction coming up in Mid-October. This will be at the
intersection of Wagon Trail and Edgewood Trail. Keep an eye out
for a flyer with details to come in the future.
_____________________________________________________________________________

ANNUAL BRUSH PICK-UP
The tree service will be in our area on Monday October 22, 2018. Limbs and brush
should not be put out before October 8th, 2018. Bring your limbs and brush to the
edge of the street no later than 4:00 pm, Sunday October 21st so that it can be
tagged for pick-up. Please note: if your limbs and brush is not placed street side
by then, it will not get picked up. The tree service employees will not go into
your back or side yards to retrieve your brush.
Please do not block access to mailboxes or fire hydrants!
Please place the larger ends of the branches toward the street as this will help
speed up the process. If you have any questions, please call: Alderman Chuck
Stone @ 816.305.3196.

Houston Lake, We Have A Problem
There is a big sink hole by the walking
bridge over by City Hall that is about 6 feet
from the shoulder of the road on Adrian. We
can use money from the Home Owner’s
funds to fix this or “We the Home Owners”
can fix it ourselves.
If you have some rocks, bricks or chunk's of
concrete laying around your property that
you would like to get rid of please bring them
down and throw them in this sink hole.
Please do not throw any garbage, glass,
plastic or tires in here.
Thank you to all of the concerned citizens of
Houston Lake that help keep our community
beautiful, clean and safe.

Houston Lake’s annuaL

October 17,2018

6:30 pm at Houston Lake City Hall

Time for more Fall Fun!

6:30 Scary Scavenger Hunt for the kids,
(12 & under.) Teenagers welcome to help.
7:00 Pumpkin Feast—bring your favorite
fall dish to share*

7:45 Sing-a-long and Door Prizes **

8:00 Bonfire on the peninsula to toast marshmallows***
and listen to some spooky stories!

Pumpkin Potluck Feast — Let’s enjoy the fruits of

the harvest and the talents of our neighborhood cooks!
Bring your favorite fall dish to share, *along with a copy
of the recipe. **You’ll get an extra raffle ticket for
that! After dinner, there will be a BONFIRE on the
peninsula (weather permitting) with marshmallows to
toast and scary stories. ***Don’t forget a roasting

stick and a lawn chair or a blanket to sit on!

So, mark your calendar —

October 17th at 6:30 pm, dinner at 7 pm
and don’t forget to bring your friends and family!!

Homes Association Meeting
Oct. 10th - Venetian Gardens Homes Association Annual Membership Meeting,7pm - City Hall
“Approval of 2018/2019 Budget, New Board Members & Lake Dues”
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Call to Artists
The Arts Circle is looking for volunteer artists to create original covers for the 2019 Laker
issues. If you are interested, please email arts.circle@houstonlake.net or call Evonne at
901-596-6704. Don't miss this opportunity to publish your artwork! Volunteer today!

Assistant EM Coordinator Michael ONeal , Platte County Sheriff's OfficeAgency

Will you be ready to help your neighbors if a disaster hits Platte?

National Preparedness. Disasters don’t plan ahead, but you can! The Platte County
Sheriff's Office encourages you to take the following steps to make sure you, your family, and
your neighbors are ready.
1. Create an emergency plan. Put together a plan with your family and your neighbors by
discussing these questions. • How will you receive emergency alerts and warnings? • What is
your shelter plan? • What is your evacuation route? • What is your communication plan?
2. Consider the specific needs of your family and your neighbors. Does anyone have special
dietary and/or medical needs? What will you do with your pets? Are there people in your
neighborhood with disabilities?
3. Review your emergency plan with your family and share it with your neighbors on Nextdoor.
4. Practice your plan with your family and your neighbors In the event of an emergency, the
Platte County Sheriff's Office will use Nextdoor, along with other communication tools, to keep
your neighborhood as informed as possible. If you haven’t done so already, consider inviting
more of your neighbors to join by having Nextdoor send postcard invitations to your nearby
neighbors.
You can find instructions for doing so here: http://bit.ly/NextdoorPostcards. You can find more
resources here: https://www.ready.gov/make-a-plan.
______________________________________________________________________________

Venetian Gardens Homes Association
Minutes
September 12, 2018

Call to order: Kerry Hallowell
The meeting was called to order at 7:00.
Roll Call: Mary Head
Present
Kerry Hallowell
Jeff Lister
Susan Hodges
Mary Head
Absent
Teresa Olson
Minutes:
The minutes from July 11, 2018 were distributed to the Board. The President asked if there were any
corrections. None were noted. The minutes were approved.
Guest – Brandon Tritten
The HOA Board requested that Brandon Tritten, with Olin Miller Insurance, provide an analysis of the
HOA insurance needs and an estimate of the cost. This company works with many area HOAs and
municipalities. He recommended coverage with Missouri Rural Service Corporation. The insurance
carrier would be Star Insurance Company who is rated as a B+ company by AM Best, which is a good
rating. Brandon further explained that Star Insurance has this rating because it is a program writer and
only insures Public companies, such as municipalities and non-profits such as Home Owners Association.
The City of Houston Lake has insurance through Missouri Rural Service Corporation and Star Insurance
Company. The insurance presented provides essentially the same insurance coverage currently
provided. The savings on the annual premium would be approximately $800.

Treasurers report:
Susan Hodges presented the Treasurer’s report and provided the members with the financial
statements for August 2018. The need for collection action on past due member dues was also
discussed.

Business:
The procedures for the annual meeting to be held October 10, 2017 at 7:00 pm were discussed. This
included the annual budget, proxy votes and the absentee ballot. There was a discussion regarding the
need for clean up at the beach. It was suggested that the HOA plan a time for volunteers to meet for a
fun gathering to work on the beach area and include a picnic/potluck meal. A comment was made that
the porta potty is not at the beach and it was explained that since the beach area is in poor shape, the
porta potty would not be that beneficial at this time and the money could be better used in other areas.
A member proposed that the Board get 3 to 5 engineering firms to give a full project scope. It was also
suggested that the Board establish committees to look into grant funding and establish political
connections. It was suggested that the Board is changing its path from looking at cleaning up the lake to
make it usable in the short term, to fixing the horseshoe and depleting funds, as well as looking at
dredging the lake. The Board could save money for the next 5 years and then have additional funds to
repair the lake. In the short term, chemicals could be used to make the lake usable for recreation while
keeping the environment safe.
Kerry explained that that would cost $5,000 to $20,000 per engineering firm. Kerry noted that grants
are typically not made to our type of organization. She also explained that the Board is looking at other
options to repairing the horseshoe so that the majority of the HOA funds are not depleted with this one
project.
Jewel commented that prior engineering studies had been done, but the HOA was unable to do what
they suggested.
There was further discussion on the dues. A comment was made that the end of the year was a difficult
time to pay dues. Linda Charles said that when she was Treasurer, the dues statements were mailed at
the end of January and they did not become delinquent until 30 days after the postmark. That gave the
members all of February to pay their dues.
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm

Minutes submitted by : Susan Hodges, Secretary

City of Houston Lake
City Council Meeting
August 13, 2018

The Council of the City of Houston Lake met in regular session on August 13, 2018 at 7:30pm at City Hall – 5417 Adrian
Ave Houston Lake, MO 64151.
The following members were present: Alderman Nick Jackalone, Alderman Phil Otte, Alderman Chuck Stone, Alderman
Sherry Burrup, Mayor Pam Freese
Opening Session: The meeting was called to order by Mayor Freese at 7:35p.m.
Public Discussion: None
Minutes 7.09.2018 and Tonight’s agenda
Motion to approve the minutes from 6-11-2018 and tonight’s agenda made by Alderman Jackalone, Second by
Alderman Burrup.
Yes: Otte, Stone, Jackalone, Burrup
Motion carries.
Building /Burning Permits –
5308 NW Edgewood Trail – Building Permit –
Motion to approve made by Jackalone, Alderman Otte Second Motion carried
5464 NW Venetian Permit for fence application – Building Permit
Alderman Burrup will review upon receipt of the application –
Alderman Otte motions that we approve based on discussion at the meeting, pending review by Alderman
Burrup, Stone seconds. Motion carries.
Treasures Repot : Motion to approve treasures report for August 13, 2018made by Alderman Otte, second by Alderman
Jackalone
Yes: Otte, Stone, Jackalone, Burrup.
Motion carries
Collectors Report: Report is included with the official packet 17-18 and 18-19 are included.
Paybills – Resolution 08.13.2018
Motion to approve Resolution 08.13.2018 made by AldermanBurrup, second by Alderman Otte Yes: Stone, Otte,
Jackalone, Burrup.
Motion carries
Emergency Management:
Fire Department – Report is included with the official packet.Chief Taylor will begin attending monthly meetings.
Police Department –No report available
Codes Enforcement: Cathy Groves presented report for July 2018. Official report is included in the packet.
City Administrator Report:

City Administrator was not present, no report available

Venetian Garden Homes Association Report: No representative available

City of Houston Lake
City Council Meeting
August 13, 2018

Old Business:

Vehicle Sales Tax – Reading of ordinance #369 by title only

Ordinance 369 – AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR SUBMISSION OF A PROPOSAL TO DISCONTINUE THE APPLICATION
AND COLLECTION OF THE LOCAL SALES TAX ON THE TITLING OF MOTOR VEHICLES, TRAILERS, BOATS AND OUTBOARD
MOTORS THAT WERE PURCHASED FROM A SOURCE OTHER THAT A LICENSED MISSOURI DEALER TO THE QUALIFIED
VOTERS OF THE CITY FOR THEIR APPROVAL AT THE GENERAL ELECTION CALLED AND TO BE HELD IN THE CITY ON
NOVEMBER 6 2018.
Motion to approve Ordinance 369 by Alderman Otte, Alderman Jackalone second the motion
Alderman Jackalone - Yes
Alderman Burrup - Yes
Alderman Otte – Yes
Alderman Stone – Yes
Motion carries
Use of goats for vegetation control – violation of city codes. Would open discussion for limited use, trial basis.
New Business
2018/2019 Budget – Discussion and questions
Motion to accept made by Alderman Otte, second by Alderman Burrup
Motion carries
Alderman Reports
Alderman Jackalone – thank you to Al for his work
Alderman Burrup – will be taking over the bridge project
Alderman Otte – Reviewing old statues and would like to consider updating language as needed. City truck issues
Alderman Stone – Location of structure in the ordinances
Mayors Report
Attending MML Conference in Branson MO, open to all Alderman to attend for information gathering.
September 16-19, 2018
Adjournment Alderman Jackalonemotioned to adjourn the meeting. Alderman Burrupsecond. Yes: Otte, Burrup, Jackalone,
Stone. Motion Carries.
Meeting adjourned at 8:40pm by Mayor Freese.
Next Meeting will be held September 10th2018 at 7:30pm

General Election Information: Election Day November 6, 2018
The ballot will provide the opportunity to decide whether or not to continue an
existing city sales tax.
Additional information related to the ballot is measure is provided below: City
sales tax on out of state purchase of vehicles, trailers, boats and outboard motors:
Shall the City of Houston Lake discontinue applying and collecting the local sales
tax on the titling of motor vehicles, trailers, boats and outboard motors that
were purchased from a source other than a licensed Missouri dealer?
Approval of this measure will result in a reduction of local revenue to provide for
vital services for the City of Houston Lake and it will place Missouri dealers of
motor vehicles, outboard motors, boats and trailers at a competitive
disadvantage to non-Missouri dealers of motor vehicles, outboard motors, boats
and trailers.
A “Yes” vote means that the local sales tax will be collected only on eligible in
state purchases. Local sales tax collections on eligible out of state purchases will
end and revenues the City is currently receiving will be lost.
A “No” vote means the existing sales tax will continue. NO NEW TAX WILL BE
COLLECTED.
Why is this issue on the ballot? A recent court decision and follow up State
Legislation requires cities that do not have a use tax (such as Houston Lake, Platte
City, Parkville, N Kansas City) to receiving voter approval by November 2018 to
continue collecting current sales tax on the motor vehicles, boats, trailers, and
outboard motors purchased outside the Sate of Missouri. This is not a new sales
tax. Voters are being asked to continue the existing local sales tax on these items
purchased outside the state of Missouri.
How does this affect me? This issue only applies to individuals who live in Houston
Lake who purchase a motor vehicle, boat, trailer or outboard motor outside the
State of Missouri. The same purchases made in state will be subject to local sales
tax regardless of the vote result.
A “NO” vote supports a level playing field for Missouri businesses, a “NO” vote
maintains the current revenue supporting our services and a “NO” vote results
in equal sales tax rate for everyone who owns a car, truck, trailer or boat.

PLEASE VOTE NO ON ELECTION DAY NOVEMBER 6, 2018

VOTER REGISTRATION SITES
PLATTE COUNTY, MISSOURI
Are You Registered to Vote? All residents of Houston Lake whether you are
Owner or Renter can register and VOTE. You must be 18 years old or older to
register. You can register at any of the sites below.
Houston Lake City Hall, 5417 NW Adrian, (816)741-0644 or
Registrar Mary Head (816)741-5639, call for an appointment.
Mid-Continent Public Libraries:
Boardwalk, 8600 N. Executive Hills Blvd, Kansas City: (816) 741-9011
Parkville, 8815 NW Hwy 45, Parkville: (816) 741-4721
Riverside, 2700 NW Vivion Rd, Riverside: (816) 741-6288
NOTE: In addition, Missouri Voter Registration Application postcards can be
completed at any license bureau.
LAST DAY to Register to VOTE for the November 6, 2018 General Election is
October 10, 2018.
LAST DAY to request an Absentee Ballot must be received by the Platte
County Board of Election office no later than 5:00pm., the Wednesday prior to
election day. October 31st, 2018
Any questions call
Platte County Board of Elections
2600 NW Prairie View Road
P.O. Box 560
Platte City, Missouri 64079
Phone number (816) 858-4400

PLEASE NOTE: The General Election November
6th, 2018 Sample Ballot will be posted on the
houstonlake.net Web in the 2018 October issue.
In the November 2018 issue of the Houston Laker
the sample ballots will be printed in the paper.

To apply for absentee ballot: print this application form, complete and mail to Platte County Board of Elections,
PO Box 560, Platte City, MO 64079 or FAX to 816-858-3387

REQUEST FOR PLATTE COUNTY ABSENTEE BALLOT
I, _______________________________________, do hereby request an absentee ballot for the
________________________________________ Election.
For Identification purposes, the last four digits of my social security number are ____________.
If the election is a primary election, please print the name of the political party ballot you wish to receive
__________________. If you registered by mail and this is your first time voting you must provide a copy of
current valid photo identification or a copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck,
or government document that shows your name and address.
Reason for requesting an absentee ballot:
____________ (1) Absence on Election Day from the jurisdiction of the election authority in which
registered to voter;
____________ (2) Incapacity or confinement due to illness or physical disability, including a person
who is primarily responsible for the physical care of a person who is incapacitated
or confined due to illness or disability;
____________ (3) Religious belief or practice
____________ (4) Employment as an election authority, as a member of an election authority, or by
an election authority at a location other than your polling place;
____________ (5) Incarceration, provided all qualifications for voting are retained
____________ (6) certified participation in the address confidentiality program established under
sections 589.660 to 589.681 because of safety concerns.
Current Residential Address:

_______________________________________
_______________________________________
Address where ballot is to be mailed, if different than above:

_______________________________________
_______________________________________
Daytime Telephone Number: _______________________________________________________
E-mail Address: _________________________________________________________________
I do solemnly swear that all statements made on this application are true to the best of my knowledge and
belief:

____________________________________________
Signature of Voter

__________________________
Date

Mail completed Absentee Ballot Application to Platte County Board of Elections,
PO Box 560, Platte City, MO 64079, or FAX to 816-858-3387. All requests must be received by the Board of
Election’s office no later that 5:00 p.m., the Wednesday prior to election day.

The Works by Marlene
A licensed Style Salon

816.587.1550
By appointment only

Over Thirty years Experience!
Ongoing and Current Education!
*Free Consultations*
Convenient hours to fit Your Busy Schedule!
Specializing in Hair Color!
Color Correction!!!
Change it, fix it or cover the grey!
Maybe some Highlights or Lowlights…
or possibly a shade or two of Red?
*Great Styles and Color Techniques for Men*
Many types of perms to fit your needs!
Wash n’ Wear styles that are fast and easy…
Brow Shaping, Waxing

