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“Maps of the Lake, Before and After”
By Kathryn Kreider 

Influenced by the Polynesian shell maps of the ocean that were used for island to island 
navigation for centuries, the map of Houston Lake, before, is orderly, and can be followed. 
The shell maps located the stars, ocean currents and swell and distances. Then, with the 
unknown source of pollution, the lake becomes chaos, unorganized and not navigable, the 
second map.  
Created with willow twigs and yucca fiber, some natural and some dyed in yellow onion skin. 
Kathryn’s piece is on display at City Hall as part of this year’s Art Circle exhibition.  



 

October Community Calendar Events 

Oct. 8th  -  Tree Trunk, Limbs and Brush Cleanup 

Oct. 12th  -  City Council Meeting, 7:30pm – City Hall,  MUST WEAR A MASK 

Oct. 13th  -  Recycling Day 

Oct. 17th  -  Venetian Gardens Homes Association 2020 Annual Membership Meeting 

                      Saturday - 1:00pm, “Vote on Approval of 2020/2021 Budget, Lake Dues,          

New Board Members & Appoint President and Vice President”.  Meeting will be held 

outdoors at City Hall with precautionary social distancing efforts. This will ensure all 

members in good standing are able to safely attend and vote.  Mask Required 

                                                                                                                   

Oct. 31st  -  

  

The Fall Brush Cleanup Schedule 
Fall Tree Trunk, Limb, and Brush Cleanup 

The claw truck starts the collection on October 8th. The collections take about 2 days to complete. Brush 
placed at the curb after October 7th will not be tagged. The tags don’t have anything to do with what brush 
piles will be picked up. It’s just a way for city officials to determine if the pile was put there before collection. 
Any brush still at the curb without a tag after the collection could be considered a code violation. 
 
The workers don't grind it to mulch at the pickup point as was done previously. The truck has a claw that 
carries the brush to a large bin: like what the garbage trucks have. Therefore, there is no need to bundle or 
have the stems facing the street. Please do not invite friends and relatives to bring their brush from out of 
town for our collection. 
 

 Do  

 Put brush, limbs, firewood logs, of any size out to the curb before October 8th.  

 Put the brush out at the curb after September 11th. 

 Pile so the closest part of the pile is approximately 18 to 24 inches from the road.  

 Use good judgment when considering the size and weight of logs and limbs.  

 Call Alderman Chuck Stone if you have any questions 816 305-3196 
 

Do not put in the pile:  

 bags of anything, lumber, trash, or other manmade material into the pile. 

 bags of leaves  

 limbs and dry rotted logs that crumble when handled. 

 



Bill Gay April 12, 1965 to September 2, 2020 
 

Bill Gay moved to Houston 

Lake in June of 1999 with 

his wife Angela and 9 

month old son William.  

They went on to have three 

more children Thomas, Zoah 

and Lilly.  He served on the 

Homes Association Board 

as a Member and President.  

Bill was always ready to 

help around the lake and 

give his neighbors a hand.  

He will be missed by family 

and friends.  

I will truly miss Bill Gay.  He was a good friend and co-worker.  

I loved that guy and our friendship. I am still in disbelief he is 

gone, too soon. 

What a family man and what a great family.    Todd Lagessie 

   

    President of the Homes Association 2010 

 

My deepest thanks to all my neighbors for 

the unbelievably out pouring of support to 

me and the kids.  It has been the reason we 

are making it threw this time of terrible 

grief.        Angela  

 



Venetian Gardens Homes Association 

2020 Annual Membership Meeting 

Saturday October 17, 2020 

1:00pm – Outdoors at City Hall 

5417N.W. Adrian, Houston Lake, Mo. 64151 

 

“Voting on approval of 2020/2021 Budget, 

Voting on Lake Assessment, 

$50.00, $425.00 or $450.00 

Voting on 4 new Board Members, 

Kerry Hallowell, Jeff Lister, Joe Briones & Mary Head 
(3 elected Board Members will serve a two year term and                                                           

1 Board Member will serve one year term) 

And Voting for President and Vice President”. 

 

The Homes Association fiscal year starts October 1, 2020 and ends September 30, 2021 

 

Meeting will be held outdoors at City Hall with precautionary social distancing efforts. 

This will ensure all members in good standing are able to safely attend and vote. 

Mask Required 

Thank You 



Venetian Gardens Homes Association 

Meeting 

Minutes 

July 22, 2020 
 

Call to order:  Kerry Hallowell called the virtual meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. 

Roll Call:  Mary Head 

Present:    Kerry Hallowell, Jeff Lister, Vice President,  Susan Hodges, Secretary/Treasurer 

Mary Head, Board Member, Teresa Olson, Board Member 

Approval of Minutes: 

The minutes of the April 15, 2020 and the June 17, 2020  meetings were  approved as submitted. 

Treasurers report:   

Susan Hodges provided the members with current financial statements, cash balances and 

collections.  

Meeting: 

Evonne gave an update on the current condition of the contamination of the Lake.  The May 

monthly water test the beach for color fecal and E.coli results were the usual results .  Then the 

mid-June test results were high.  Another sample was immediately taken, and the test results 

were still high.  The inlets were then tested to see which tributary is bringing the contamination 

in.  The three largest tributaries were tested along with other locations. Samples were taken at 

the Eastern Inlet Cove, the Horseshoe Inlet and Jumping Branch Creek.  Strathbury Creek, 56th 

Street, and the silt pond were also tested.  Those all came back high.  KC Water put dye in 

several locations, but the dye did not come into the lake.  July 6th tested at Kats Landscape, the 

source of Jumping Branch Creek, and at the source of the Eastern Inlet.  Then testing was done 

at the middle school.  Results were  off the charts.  All tests were high, so the testing did not 

point to a single contamination source.  The HOA Investigation Team (HOA members) explored 

sewers to see if anything could be found.  The Team walked from Strathbury Park nearly to the 

interstate and then viewed other side of the interstate, starting at Kats Landscaping. One 

suspect was a holding pond at the southern end of Strathbury which smelled bad but could be 

just be stagnate water.   MDNR sampled at the beach, the boat dock, the silt pond the horseshoe 

and the Eastern inlet cove.    What is challenging is that all the tributaries are testing high in fecal 

coliforms and low in E.coli which is unusual because the mammal intestines are what carries the 

E.coli, so if it was raw sewage you would think it would be high in E.coli too.  KC Water and 

MDNR have no answers.  A possible thought is US Army Corp of Engineers may be able to help.  

Evonne reached out to a hydrologist that suggested a sampling protocol to test if it is our 

watershed and another sampling to test sewer lines.    This would take thousands of dollars.  

Evonne suggested that the HOA talk to KC Water and MDNR to see if they would help with 

sampling.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

Kerry asked if we are going to do more tests.  Evonne believes we need to do the standard tests 

and test other sites.  Kerry suggested that since we got some heavy rain perhaps we should test 

again right away.   Jeff asked when we tested up stream did the levels go down.   Evonne said 

they tested at the northern end of Strathbury Creek it was lower, but it was still a high reading.  
 

Kerry thanked Evonne for her extensive work on this project.  Kerry is to receive contact 

information to contact the army Corp of Engineers.  Kerry asked if we need to pursue EPA as 

well.  Evonne suggest that our time would be better used in other areas then contact EPA when 

the source is known.   

 

Evonne suggested getting a task force together to examine the manholes to see if there is any 

overflow.  Jeff agreed.   

 

Jeff suggested putting other projects on hold until it is known how much this project might cost.  

Evonne let the board know that she is careful of selecting the test sites because of the cost. 

 

Jeff provided an update on the boat registration.  So far three registrations have been received.   

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

Minutes submitted by:  Susan Hodges, Secretary 

 

 

Venetian Gardens Homes Association 

2020 Annual Membership Meeting 

Saturday October 17, 2020 

1:00pm – Outdoors at City Hall 

5417N.W. Adrian, Houston Lake, Mo. 64151 
 



Venetian Gardens Homes Association 

Meeting 

Minutes 

August 19, 2020 
 

 

Call to order:  Kerry Hallowell called the virtual meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. 

Roll Call:  Mary Head 

Present:    Kerry Hallowell, Jeff Lister, Vice President,  Susan Hodges, Secretary/Treasurer 

Mary Head, Board Member, Teresa Olson, Board Member 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

The minutes of the April 15, 2020 and the June 17, 2020  meetings were  approved as submitted. 

 

Treasurers report:   

 

Susan Hodges provided the members with current financial statements, cash balances and collections.  

 

Meeting: 

 

Kerry and Jeff asked Evonne Briones to give an update on the status of the Lake water contamination.  

Evonne said that about 2 and a half weeks ago an email was sent to KC Water and Missouri Department of 

Natural Resources (MDNR) which explained what has been done and requested that MDNR do two 

sampling schemes and KC Water do some scoping.   What resulted from the email was that KC Water 

dropped dye in additional locations.  They walked the sewer lines with the HOA Team and visually inspected 

the lines but did not scope.  MDNR did not do any additional sampling.  Their response was let us  look into 

the Lab samples.  MDNR found that the Lab the HOA uses, is not EPA approved for fecal coliforms testing 

for testing lake water, but it is approved for testing wastewater. The lab is using an EPA approved method 

for E.coli testing.  At first MDNR thought the Lab  was testing for total coliforms, so they questioned the 

Lab’s methodology.  It was ultimately determined the testing procedure was correctly testing for fecal and 

not total.  MDNR consulted with other water quality folks in Jefferson City to see if they had any 

suggestions.  The current thought is that since the May testing results were normal but then the June 

testing was high, that perhaps the  May rainstorm brought heavy debris into the lake that  possibly  

contained contamination and it continues to release contamination with additional rainfall.  MDNR does 

not believe there is a single point source because none of the dye is showing in the lake and all three 

tributaries are testing high.   It is possible that  with duckweed not letting the light get to the water that 

may be prolonging life of the contamination.  MDNR is a regulatory body and if there is a single point 

source, they can make the responsible party correct the problem,  but since there is not there is nothing 

they can do.  Since our lake is primarily fed  by urban source storm water runoff, they suggest contacting  a 

water quality improvement program called MS4, which regulates storm water which may improve 

watershed quality run off,  which over time  improves the lake .  He also suggested a program called Stream 

Team which helps to improve and restore streams in Missouri.   

 

 



EPA and MDNR do not look at fecal coliform tests, they look at E.coli tests. MDNR tested for total coliforms.  

The HOA tests for fecal coliform.  MDNR says the tests are not wrong.  The tests are high, but MDNR and 

other experts cannot explain it other than it is in the storm water.  Dangerous water is tested by the  E.coli 

test .  Fecal chloroform is not regulated rather, the regulations are for E.coli only.  We test monthly water 

quality but should consider more frequent testing since water quality can change with a storm then change 

again 3-4 days later.  Evonne suggested that the HOA continue to move forward with standard tests wrap 

up testing year as normal, then follow up to evaluate future testing procedures.  Kerry asked if there is a  

local lab that EPA approves to test what we need.  Evonne suggested reaching out to other lakes to see 

what they are doing.  Based on her research and discussions with MDNR she is comfortable moving forward 

with only E.coli tests. 

A member suggested contacting the Governor’s office to see if they could help.   The governor was on TV 

congratulating the water companies for the quality water they provide in Missouri.  If there is an initiative 

they might help. The member volunteered to follow up with the state. 

 It was also asked if there is a way to treat the duckweed so that the sun can get through the water.  Jeff 

replied that past practice has been to use grass carp.  Chemicals have been investigated recently, but have 

not been used.  Further investigation is needed in the use of chemicals.  The member commented that 

copper sulfate is sometimes used to control duckweed.  Kerry is going to research this chemical.  A member 

volunteered to follow up with other lakes to see what they do. 

The HOA received the insurance check to repair the fence at the beach.  Another semi drove down the road 

after the first semi took out the fence, so Kerry suggested waiting a bit to see if there is anything that can 

be done to keep the trucks from driving down to the beach.  Various methods were discussed.  Jeff is going 

to follow up with the City to see what can be done. 

Due to personal time constraints, Teresa Olson is stepping down as a board member.  Joe Briones is 

graciously taking her position.  Mary noted that the Board could agree to having Joe join the board now, 

but he would need to be elected as a board member in the October annual meeting. 

The annual meeting was discussed for social distancing issues.  Several suggestions were discussed, but 

nothing was decided upon.  This will be further evaluated in the September meeting. 

Mary asked if we need more permanent no swimming signs posted at the beach.  The Board discussed the 

fact that the swimming status is fluid and we need to just use the paper to post updates for now.  Kerry 

indicated she is having a difficult time accepting that we cannot find a source of contamination.   

A member asked about property that has not been mowed.  It was explained that the City should be 

contacted for mowing concerns.   

Next month will be a virtual meeting.  The Board was reminded that the HOA financial statements will be 

audited in September and volunteers are needed. 

Boat registration status was given.  So far Jeff has 3 registrations.  Joe Briones requested the document that 

contains the rules for the boat registration.  Sue Hodges said she would send him the regulations.   

The meeting adjourned at 9:11 p.m. 

Minutes submitted by:  Susan Hodges, Secretary 



 

ARTICLE II.  PERMITS 
 

SECTION 500.100: BUILDING     

PERMIT REQUIRED 

All persons desiring to construct, erect, alter 

or add to any building, boat dock, fences, 

road or drive or any structure in the City of 

Houston Lake, Missouri, must first obtain a 

building permit for such construction, 

alteration or addition from the Board of 

Aldermen of said City.  (Ord. No. 282 §2, 10-14-02) 

SECTION 500.110: 

PERMIT APPLICATIONS 
All persons desiring to obtain such a permit 

shall submit an application with the complete 

plans and specifications and plot plan for such 

construction showing sizes, estimated cost and 

details of such proposed construction and the 

location of such construction upon the plot of  

land.  No new dwelling construction or 

property line fence construction will be 

permitted until after certified surveys have 

been filed with the Board of Aldermen.  

Certified surveys will be required on all 

additions to old dwellings where the new 

construction will be closer to the property line 

than the old dwelling.  (Ord. No. 282 §3, 10-14-02)  

Applications for a building permit may be 

obtained by leaving a message at City Hall 

816-741-0644 or contacting your Alderman. 

Dumpster Permit: is required for all homes 

in our City. (Ord. no. 359 Section 235.060). 

Note: Please submit all applications for 

burn permit or building permit to City Hall 

10 days prior to the meeting for 

consideration. Those applications not 

received 10 days prior to a meeting will not 

be considered until the following months 

City Council Meeting. Applications can be 

deposited in the mail box at the front of the 

building. Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

 

 “To All Residents of Houston Lake”:  
If any resident needs a trash container or a recycling 

container, call City Hall 816-741-0644 and leave your 

name, address, phone number and the containers will 

be delivered to your home.        

Parking:   No vehicle shall be parked on any street 

within the city limits of Houston Lake, MO. (Chapter 

300 - Schedule II, Municipal Code) 

All-Terrain Vehicles: No person shall operate 

an All-Terrain Vehicle upon the streets of this 

city.(Section 340.110 Municipal Code) 

Open Burning Permit for Recreational 

Purposes 
All residents of Houston Lake wishing to 

apply for an open burning permit can do so by 

downloading the application on our website 

Houstonlake.net or you may call city hall and 

leave your name and phone number. After you 

have filled out the form, please slip it through 

the mail slot on the door at City Hall for 

review and approval by the City Council. 
(Ordinance 334, Section 230.025) 

Fire Danger: Over the years, Kansas City has 

issued several Red Flag Warnings to alert residents 

against starting fires. Please pay attention to the local 

news and refrain from starting any fires.  

Fishing:  It shall be unlawful for any person to 

pursue, take, transport, ship, buy, sell, possess or use 

any fish from any body of water within the City 

without possessing a valid fishing permit issued by the 

Missouri Department of Conservation. This section 

shall not apply to any person 65 years of age or older 

or is 15 years of age or younger. (Section 210.690 

Municipal Code) 
 

DISCHARGING AIR GUN,  ETC.Any person 

within the limits of this City who shall discharge any 

BB gun, spring gun, paint gun or air gun or shall shoot  

any pebble, bullet, slug, arrow or other hard substance  

by means of a sling, crossbow, rubber band or bow or  

any other means shall be deemed guilty of an  

ordinance violation; provided however, that this  

Section shall not apply to any person or organization  

authorized by the City of Houston Lake to possess and  

discharge such devices for the purpose of waterfowl  

pest control. (Ord. No. 303, 9-12-05)  (Section 210.285) 



2020 Recycle Schedule 

Your recycling day will also be on a Tuesday once a month. 

 October 13, November 10 & December 8. 
 

Items must be inside the cart (Not on the ground, not on top – inside).  Recycle 
carts must be curbside by 7:00 am the day of pick up. Be respectful and remove 
your cart from curbside when finished. If you need an extra cart or would like to 
recycle, please call City Hall and leave a message with your name, address and 

phone number.                       City Hall:  816-741-0644. 

 

2020 Trash Pick-up Holiday Schedule Day 
Trash pickup is every Tuesday        

Trash carts must be curbside by 7:00 am the day of pick up. Be respectful and remove your 

cart from curbside when finished. Items must be inside the cart (Not on the ground, not 

on top – INSIDE). Republic trash service has asked that residents not put anything on the 

curb that cannot fit into your blue trash containers. They are trying to keep their people 

safe while picking up your trash.  

 If you need an extra cart, please call City Hall and leave a message with your name, 
address and phone number. City Hall:  816-741-0644. 

For questions relating to your services please call Maria Kristek 913-927-1903 between 
8:00am – 5:00pm Monday – Friday. She works at Republic Services our trash service. 

The holidays that Republic Services Trash Company observes are New Years, Memorial 

Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas. When any of these 

holidays fall on Monday or Tuesday, your trash pickup will be on Wednesday of that 

week. 

2020  Holiday Schedule                                           Pick-up Day 

                   Thanksgiving (Thursday 11-26-20)                                  Tuesday 11-24-20 

                   Christmas (Friday 12-25-20)                                              Tuesday 12-22-20 

                   New Years (Friday 1-1-21)                                                 Tuesday 12-29-20 

Trash and Recycle Bin Retrieval! 
 

If you have extra Trash or Recycle bins that you are NOT using, the city would like them 
back!  The trash bins are blue with wheels and the recycle bins are blue with yellow lids 
and wheels.  Please call City Hall and leave a message with your name, address and phone 
number and we will arrange a time to pick up the extra bins.  City Hall:  816-741-0644 
Thank you! 



City Council Meeting 
August 10th, 2020 

5417 NW Adrian Houston Lake, MO 64151 
The Council of the City of Houston Lake met in regular session on August 10, 2020 at 7:30pm at City Hall 

Opening Session: Mayor Freese called the meeting to order at 7:30pm 

The following members were present: Alderman Sarah Farsace, Alderman Phil Otte, Alderman Chuck Stone, Mayor Pam 

Freese 

Alderman Appointment – Evonne Briones has offered to step in and fill the vacant seat for Alderman Southward.  

Alderman Briones was appointment by Mayor Freese and sworn in  

Public Discussion – None 
 
Minutes 07.13.2020- 

Motion to approve minutes to 07.13.2020 with edits and approve tonight’s agenda made by Alderman Otte, Second by Alderman 

Farsace.  

Yes: Stone, Otte, Farsace, Briones 

No: None 

Motion carries.  

Burning Permits – None 
 

Building Permit -  
  TO– Building Permit for Erosion Control 5347 NW Edgewood Circle for sewer replacement 

Motion to approve building permit 5347 NW Edgewood Circle pending approval of erosion control prior to 
construction beginning made by Alderman Otte second by Alderman Stone.  
Yes: Stone, Briones, Farsace, Otte 
No: None 
Motion passes.  

 CW – Building Permit for Erosion Control 5452 NW Venetian Dr for sewer replacement  
Motion to approve building permit for 5452 NW Edgewood Circle pending approval of erosion prior to 
construction beginning by Alderman Otte second Alderman Stone 
Yes: Stone, Briones, Farsace, Otte 
No: None 

 Motion Passes 
 ML - Dumpster Permit 5470 NW Venetian Dr  -  

Motion to approve dumpster permit for 5470 NW Venetian Dr made by Alderman Farsace, second by Alderman 
Briones 
Yes: Stone, Farsace, Briones, Otte 
No: None 
Motion passes 
 

Note: Please submit all applications for burn permit or building permit to City Hall 10 days prior to the meeting for 
consideration. Those applications not received 10 days prior to a meeting will not be considered until the following 
months City Council Meeting. Applications can be deposited in the mailbox at the front of the building.  
 

Treasures Report  
There is a check of $307,841.00 that Mayor Freese contacted the county and it was deposited by mistake.  
Motion to accept treasures report for July 31, 2020 made by Alderman Stone, second by Alderman Farsace.  

Yes: Briones, Farsace, Otte, Stone 

No: None 

Motion carries 

Collectors Report 

City Collectors report is included with the official packet.  



City Council Meeting 
August 10th, 2020 

5417 NW Adrian Houston Lake, MO 64151 
Paybills – Resolution 08.10.2020 

Motion to approve Resolution 08.10.2020 made by Alderman Stone, second by Alderman Otte 

Yes: Farsace, Otte, Briones, Stone 

Motion carries 

Emergency Management 

Fire Department – Assistant Fire Chief Jeff Taylor – Not present, no report available  

Sheriff’s Department – Report is include in the packet 

Codes Report – July 2020 – No violations.  
  
Venetian Garden Homes Association Report – Virtual Meeting July 15

th
 at 7pm via Zoom 

Old Business – None 

New Business – None 

Alderman Reports 

Alderman Stone – City brush clean up – Pick up date will be October 08-09, 2020 –  

Gene Charles will be turning 90 years old on August 19
th

, everyone should send a card since he will not be able to accept 

visitors. 5458 NW Venetian. We appreciate all his work around the lake through the years.  

Bridge – put a notice in the bridge is closed on Google Maps, hopeful that it helps  

Alderman Otte – Roof on garage – working with contractor on the date. Contractor has asked for half up front, which 

Alderman Otte is not comfortable with. Suggested that he will receive half the day he starts the work and the other half 

upon completion. Alderman Otte will discuss with contractor and report back.  

Alderman Briones – Honored to be here, moved here 5 years ago and looking forward to contributing to the community.  

Art Show last week – appreciated everyone who came out. Thankful to our community for adhering to the mask policy and 

social distancing.  

Alderman Farsace – Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Art Show. Hasn’t seen anyone fishing without bands.  

Mayors Report – Art Show – Theme was “Layers of the Lake” – thankful to see our new art.  

Riverside has codes printed on door hangers that can be hung on the door, along with handouts listing the most common violations. 

Will work with Riverside and codes enforcement to see if this is something that can be done in Houston Lake.  

Looking into ways to stream our meetings for those that aren’t able to attend.  

If interested in buying trash bags – Mayor Freese daughter is selling them for a fundraiser 

Water main break on Wagon Trail today – they had to shut the water off ot fix it 

Adjournment -  

Alderman Stone motioned to adjourn the meeting. Alderman Otte second.  

Yes:  Farsace, Briones, Otte, Stone 

Motion Carries.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:25pm by Mayor Freese.  

Next Meeting will be held Monday September 14, 2020 at 7:30pm at City Hall unless posted otherwise 



UNUM E PLURI BUS  

You’re eligible to vote absentee 
without a notary if due to:

You’re eligible to vote absentee 
with a notary if due to:

Absence on election day from your 
election jurisdiction

Incapacity or confinement due to illness

Religious beliefs or practice

Working as an election worker

Incarceration, if still eligible to vote

Certified participation in an address 
confidentiality program*

* Pursuant to 589.660—589.681 RSMo.

In 2020, has contracted coronavirus or is 
at-risk due to any of the following:

Is age 65 or older
Lives in a long term care facility
Has chronic lung disease/asthma
Has a serious heart condition
Is immunocompromised
Has diabetes
Has chronic kidney disease and is 
undergoing dialysis
Has liver disease

ABSENTEE  NOVEMBER 2020

ABSENTEE: Who is Eligible?

STUFF TO KNOW

Complete an 
application to 

request an absentee 
ballot in person or 

by mail, email or fax.

STEP 1
After receiving a ballot, 

fill it out and have 
envelope notarized, if 

needed. (See 
exemptions below.)

STEP 2
Return your ballot to 
your local election 

authority.

STEP 3

If you are eligible, a notary 
is not required.

Your ballot must be 
received by 7 p.m. on 
Election Day.

Ballots may be turned in by 
mail or in person.

Oct. 21 at 5 p.m. is the 
deadline to request an 
absentee ballot by mail for 
the Nov. 3 election.

Absentee ballots may be 
requested in person up until 
the day before Election Day.



Complete an 
application to 

request a mail-in 
ballot in person or 

by mail.

STEP 1
After receiving a 

ballot, fill it out and 
have the return 

envelope notarized.

STEP 2
Return your mail-in 
ballot through the 

U.S. mail only.

STEP 3

Oct. 21 at 5 p.m. is the 
deadline to request a 
mail-in ballot by mail for the 
Nov. 3 election.

Mail-in ballots may be 
requested in person.

MAIL-IN  NOVEMBER 2020

MAIL-IN: Who is Eligible?

STUFF TO KNOW
You’re eligible to vote by mail-in if you 
are a registered voter!

MAIL-IN PROCESS

Fill out mail-in ballot application.

Deliver to election authority by 
mail or in-person.

Request a mail-in ballot 
from your local election 
authority.

Unlike absentee ballots,
mail-in ballots MUST BE 
mailed back through 
U.S. mail.

Receive and fill out mail-in ballot.
Have envelope notarized.

Return to election authority 
through U.S. mail in time for its 
receipt by Election Day 
at 7 p.m.



REQUEST FOR MISSOURI ABSENTEE OR MAIL-IN BALLOT 

GENERAL ELECTION - NOVEMBER 3, 2020

  Voter’s Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  or last four digits of Social Security number For identification purposes: Date of Birth (MM/DD/YY) ___________ _________ 

  Registered Voting Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

  ZIP Code:City: _________________________________________________________________ _____________________

  Email Address: Telephone Number: ___________________________    __________________________________________ 

  Address to which ballot is to be mailed (if different than above): 

  Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  ZIP Code:City: _________________________________________________________________ _____________________ 

  ABSENTEE BALLOT REQUEST (select ONE reason):  
  (NOTARY REQUIRED UNLESS SPECIFICALLY NOTED BELOW) 

Absence on Election Day from the jurisdiction of the election authority in which I am registered ______   

Incapacity or confinement due to illness or physical disability, including caring for a person who is incapacitated or
  confined due to illness or disability. (No Notary Required) 

______   

Religious belief or practice  ______   

Employment as an election authority or by an election authority at a location other than my polling place ______   

Incarceration, although I have retained all the necessary qualifications for voting  ______   

Certified participation in the address confidentiality program established under sections 589.660 to 589.681, RSMo., 
.  because of safety concerns 
______   

I have contracted or am in an at-risk category for contracting or transmitting severe acute respiratory syndrome .     .
  coronavirus 2 (COVID-19), pursuant to Section 115.277.6, RSMo. (No Notary Required)

______   

At-risk voters are individuals who: 

• Are 65 years of age or older • Live in a long-term care facility licensed under Chapter 198, RSMo.
• Have serious heart conditions • Have chronic lung disease or moderate to severe asthma
• Are immunocompromised • Have chronic kidney disease and are undergoing dialysis
• Have liver disease • Have diabetes

.          

If you request an absentee ballot, this form may be returned to your local election authority in person, by mail, by fax, or by email.

MAIL-IN BALLOT REQUEST: 
(NOTARY REQUIRED FOR ALL MAIL-IN BALLOTS)

_____ Any registered voter can request a mail-in ballot. If selecting this option, this form must be delivered  

Signature of Registered Voter Date 

Return this completed form to your local election authority. Contact information can be found on the Missouri Secretary of State’s 
website. Missouri law requires that requests for ballots to be mailed to you must be received by 5:00 p.m. on October 21, 2020.

to your local election authority in person or by mail only. 

I do solemnly swear that all statements made on this application are true to the best of my knowledge and belief.



                 Election Information, Platte County, Missouri 

                           
Are You Registered to Vote?  All residents of Houston Lake whether you are Owner or 

Renter can register and VOTE. You must be 18 years old or older to register.  You can register 

at either of the sites below. Or mail in the Missouri Voter Registration application that is 

attached to this issue.  

Houston Lake:  Registrar Mary Head (816)741-5639, call for an appointment. 

 

License Bureau: Missouri Voter Registration Application postcards can be completed at any 

sites. 

 

September 22, 2020, Absentee Voting opens for the Nov. 3, 2020 General Election at 8:00am.  

You can send in your request for an absentee ballot now.  They will start mailing the ballots out after 

September 22, 2020.  After receiving a ballot, fill it out and have envelope notarized, if needed. Mail it back 

into the Election Office wait a week and call the Election Office at (816)858-4400 to make sure they have 

received your ballot. 

 

October 7
th

, 2020, Last Day to Register to VOTE for the Nov. 3, 2020 General Election. 

 

October 20
th

, 2020, Last Day to Request an Absentee Ballot to be mailed, 5:00pm Deadline. 

                     

November 2
nd

, 2020,  5:00pm – Absentee voting closes. 

 

November 3
rd

, 2020, General Election Day Polls open at 6:00am to 7:00pm. 

 

Houston Lake Residents Polling Site 

Heartland Church of Christ 

6120 N.W. Prairie View Rd. 

Kansas City, Missouri 64151 
 

         Any questions call :         Platte County Board of Elections 

2600 NW Prairie View Road 

P.O. Box 560 

Platte City, Missouri  64079 

Office hours 8:00am – 5:00pm 

Phone number (816) 858-4400 

Fax (816)858-3387 

platte@sos.mo.gov 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  The General Election November 3
rd

, 2020, Sample Ballot will be posted 

on the www.houstonlake.net web in the 2020 October issue and the 2020 November issue. 

A printed Sample ballot will be with the October issue. 
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