
HOUSTON LAKER
August 2022 Edition

Neighborhood flowers & more      📷  Brendan Brousseau and Gene Charles



August 2022 Community Calendar Events 

Aug. 2
nd

   - Primary Election: at Heartland Church of Christ.  

        6120 NW Prairie View Road, Kansas City, Mo. 64151, Time 6:00am. to 7:00pm. 

Any Questions please call: Platte County Board of Election 816.858.4400 

Aug. 3,
 
Aug.10, Aug. 24, & Aug. 31, - Open Access Listening Session @ City Hall, all are welcome 7pm -8pm. 

Aug. 7
th

  -  Art, Life & Folks: Houston Lake Arts Circle, Delivery is from 2 - 4pm at City Hall 

Aug. 8
th

  -  City of Houston Lake Tax Rate Hearing-7:00pm and City Council meeting-7:30pm –   City Hall 

Aug. 17
th

  -  Recycling and Trash pickup day 

Aug. 17
th

  -  Venetian Gardens Homes Association Meeting 7:00pm – City Hall 

 

Please Note: The Primary Election Tuesday, August 2
nd

, 2022 Sample Ballot will be posted 

on the houstonlake.net web in the 2022 August newspaper issue.  

Any questions call:    Platte County Board of Election  =  816.858.4400      

Platte County Board of Elections, 2600 NW Prairie View Road, P.O. Box 560,Platte City, Missouri  64079 

 

Water Test taken around the Beach Area  

Great Plains Analytical Laboratory tested a water sample extracted around the Beach area of Houston Lake on 

Monday July 19
th

, 2022. The water sample was analyzed for E. coli.  Results conclude that Houston Lake is safe 

for swimming.     E. Coli (water)  =    7*    *If the geometric mean of the water quality sample results does 

not exceed the equivalent of 190 E. coli colonies the conditions are safe for swimming.  Children under 14 years 

of age require Adult supervision when using the beach area.        This is a State Law.                                                

Venetian Gardens Homes Association 

 

Venetian Gardens Homes Association  

Don’t Forget Your Missouri Fishing License and a 

Houston Lake “2022 Wristband”!! 

Lake Residents from the age of 16 through 64 need a Missouri Fishing License and a Houston Lake 2022 

Wristband to fish in Houston Lake.  Residents under age 16 and residents 65 and over only need a 2022 

Wristband.               ABSOLUTELY NO FISHING IN THE BEACH AREA. 

ATTENTION   Your Lake Dues must be paid to use the lake facilities for swimming, fishing, 

boating or other recreational purposes even if you have lake front property.  Non-paying 

members may not picnic on Homes Association property (for example, the beach, Mayor’s 

Park, or the peninsula) you must have your 2022 Lake wristband with you when using the 

lake. 

 



Don’t Throw Stones – Build a Community with Them 

Sarah Schofield  

One of the best parts of Houston Lake, in my opinion, is the eclectic and diverse make up of our 

community. The homes, the people, the generations, the lifestyles, the talents, the traditions and 

the beliefs. All of this is what makes our little city, again my opinion, the best place to live in the 

metro. There is so much that each of us bring to the community with ideas, abilities, knowledge, 

expectations, and sometimes just the will and grit to be a part of something bigger than ourself. 

Houston Lake is divided (literally and figuratively) by governing bodies of the City Council and 

HOA as well as geographically with a North side of the lake and a South side of the lake. All of 

this division has strained our residents and the ability to build our community while being the 

stewards of the city and the lake. 

It is past time for the City Council and the HOA boards to sit down together and have a genuine 

conversation not to solve issues, but to bring the issues to the table so that they can be brought to 

the residents to better our governing systems and be sure that the issues the residents feel are 

important are being addressed. Now is the time to change our division of the North and South 

sides of the lake for electing city council and open all four council seats to all residents of 

Houston Lake.  

Alderwoman Teena Walker-Robin graciously gives her time every week on Wednesday 

evenings to host a Listening Session that is frankly, poorly attended. There is talk around town of 

all that is not going well or right with Houston Lake and when given the chance to ask questions, 

get information or talk about an issue; many of us keep the conversation to the front porches and 

driveways instead. 

There are not enough willing residents to go around when it comes to volunteering. The HOA is 

run by a volunteer board of members and the Vice President Brendan Brousseau is always the 

first to raise his hand. Whether it is water samples, clean ups, dog bag stations, rebuilding public 

docks or just taking pictures to share with the community. 

It is time for Houston Lake to come together as a whole community. It is time for Houston Lake 

to take care of Houston Lake. It is time for our residents to be neighbors again. 

How can each of us be a part of the big picture; be a resource, host a block party or join in a 

community event, maintain your home and property’s appearance, be mindful of your pets, know 

and follow your community’s laws and regulations, volunteer with the city or the HOA, keep an 

eye out for your neighbors and their property, join the City of Houston Lake and the Venetian 

Gardens HOA Facebook page, visit the city and HOA websites to stay informed, be polite and 

respectful to each other, listen not just to respond but to understand each other’s point of view, 

and discuss issues face-to-face.  



WE CLEANED MY BOTTOM! 

We recently cut and removed vines, weeds, debris and brush from my property 

shore line.  We then used metal garden rakes removing limbs, concrete with 

attached rebar, debris and brush to about 8 feet out.  These items appear to have 

been on the lake bottom for years.  We then made use of the HOA lake blade to 

remove the same elements from the lake bed to approximately 25 feet out.  

Cleaning your property shore line and lake Bottom is esthetically pleasing, 

improves property value and increases aquatic activity safety! 

Katherine  

5436 NW Venetian Dr. 

 

 



Housto� Lak� Communit� Garde�
This is so exciting! A community garden that is for every resident that lives in

Houston Lake. There have been so many that have helped with the planning, tilling,
planting and watering it’s been amazing. But please keep in mind that this garden is for
everyone to enjoy and share, whether you helped or not. If this garden can help
anyone with their groceries or just a place to forget about their daily dilemmas, then it
has been successful. And while you are harvesting for your family meals, think of
someone that can’t get out and would like some fresh veggies….harvest something for
them.

I want to give a big shout out to all the volunteers that helped make this garden
possible. Thank you all so very much!
Anne Marie Castillo Murphy who has a vision for this community and its future She
pulled this all together and made it happen.
Weazy (Anne Marie's partner) for taking out huge amounts of weeds and spreading the
mulch in the garden walkways between the beds.
Mayor Chuck Stone for his generous contribution of the water for our garden.
JC Ellis for tilling the flower beds.
Brendan Brousseau for connecting the automatic watering system. Great job!
Carolyn Carey for faithfully watering before our system was finished.
Angela Gay for her great help in weeding and planting.
Ana Fuentes and her entire family. Adrienne, Daniel, Casiel, Andy and her husband
Alex Fuentes. Sometimes starting at 7:30 in the morning weeding and planting. It could
not have happened without you guys!
Debbie Wilson and her family. Her husband Frank and daughter Chelsea Spottswood.
Debbie must have fallen from heaven and landed in the garden. Raised on a farm, she
knows most everything there is to know about gardening. She could easily be a Master
Gardener. The hours of weeding and planting and guidance in gardening has been
priceless. Frank engineered the net around the garden to keep out the deer.

Hope I didn’t forget anyone.....Thank you!! - Marsha Duncan



Art, Life & Folks: Houston Lake Arts Circle 
Shout out to all Houston Lake Artists, Makers and Designers! 

 

Time to refresh the art in City Hall! No theme, just whatever your heart moves you to 

create and share. Delivery is Sunday, August 7, 2-4 p.m. at City Hall. Works will 

remain at City Hall until February 5, the next refresh. All Art Welcome!  
 

Entry Guidelines 
 

 Open to all Houston Lake Residents.  

 All works must be made by the artist.  

 Floor works must be firmly stable and less than 3 sq ft.  

 Wall mounted pieces are limited to 20 lbs and must be ready to hang.  

 Limit 2 entries per artist. 

 Art remains on display from August – February when a call for new art will be 

issued.  
 

Bring completed label, below, with your artwork to city hall 
Please print clearly so a label can be made, one copy for the back of piece, other for record:  

 

Artist: 

 

Phone:  

 

Email: 

 

Address: 

 

Title:  

 

Medium (watercolor, yarn, linocut, etc) : 
 

May we post you and your work on Facebook/Instagram?  Yes/No 

The Arts Circle will care for your art, however we aren’t responsible if damaged.  

 

Artist: 

 

Phone:  

 

Email: 

 

Address: 

 

Title:  

 

Medium (watercolor, yarn, linocut, etc)  
 

May we post you and your work on Facebook/Instagram?  Yes/No 

The Arts Circle will care for your art, however we aren’t responsible if damaged.  



VENETIAN GARDENS HOMES ASSOCIATION BOARD APPLICATION 

 

NAME ____________________________________________________ DATE OF FILING______________ 

 

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________            

 

PHONE _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

EMAIL________________________________________________________________________________ 

You must be a member in good standing of the Venetian Gardens Homes Association.  This 

means that you must be current on dues payment.  

We have three vacancies on the Homes Association Board in the Annual October Meeting. 

Three Elected Board Member will serve a two year term.  

Anyone interested in becoming a Board Member, please complete the application on this 

page and return to Homes Association Secretary Sue Hodges by email at 

hodges.susan@outlook.com  or call her @ 816.786.2377 by September 15, 2022.Thank you. 

AUDITORS NEEDED 

 

Three volunteers are needed to “audit the books” (review the check book and other 
financial records) for the Venetian Garden Homes Association. 
 
As required by the bylaws, an audit of the books must be completed prior to the Annual 
Meeting which will be held in October. 
 
It is not an overwhelming task, probably an hour or two.   
 
The   Treasurer, Susan Hodges, will meet with the volunteers to get this job done. 
 
So, would you like to help the Homes Association?  And, if you have done an audit before, 
you can offer your services again! 
 
Call Susan Hodges 816.786.2377 or email = hodges.susan@outlook.com and offer your 
services.  It would be greatly appreciated. 

 

mailto:hodges.susan@outlook.com


Notice of Public Hearing 
City of Houston Lake, Missouri 

The Board of Alderman of the City of Houston Lake, Missouri will conduct a Public Hearing at 

7:00pm on Monday August 8, 2022 at Houston Lake City Hall preceding the City Council 

Meeting.  

Citizens may be heard on the property tax rates to be set for general revenue, in order to 

comply with Article X, Section 22 of the Missouri Constitution and Section 67.110 and 137.073 

of the Missouri Revised Statutes.  

The proposed tax rate information is expected to become available the last week of July and 

will be provided to the public as it becomes available by posting at City Hall and on Houston 

Lake Website.  

POST – BOE 
Date: July 22, 2022   Sarah Schofield, City Clerk 
 

Notice of Public Hearing 
City of Houston Lake, Missouri 

The Board of Alderman of the City of Houston Lake, Missouri will conduct a Public Hearing at 

7:15pm on Monday August 9, 2021 at Houston Lake City Hall preceding the City Council 

Meeting.  

Citizens may be heard on the property tax rates to be set for fire services, in order to comply 

with Article X, Section 22 of the Missouri Constitution and Section 67.110 and 137.073 of the 

Missouri Revised Statutes.  

The proposed tax rate information is expected to become available the last week of July and 

will be provided to the public as it becomes available by posting at City Hall and on Houston 

Lake Website.  

POST – BOE 
Date: July 22, 2022   Sarah Schofield, City Clerk 
 



Financial Statement 

City of Houston Lake 

As of June 30, 2022 

      

      Income - Period Covered January 1 - June 30, 2022 
  General Fund 

 
 163,795.38  

  Road Fund 
 

   31,426.97  
  Grinder Pump Fund    17,774.69  
  Fire Protection Fund    22,010.46  
  Total  

    
 $ 235,007.50  

      

      Expenses - Period Covered January 1 - June 30, 2022 
  General Fund 

 
 134,251.51  

  Road Fund 
 

   39,608.32  
  Grinder Pump Fund      5,510.95  
  Fire Protection Fund      9,500.02  
  Total  

    
 $ 188,870.80  

      

      Total Funds as of June 30, 
2022 

   General Fund 
 

 113,646.13  
  Road Fund  

 
   59,983.60  

  Grinder Pump Fund    35,030.82  
  Fire Protection Fund    27,900.16  
  Municipal Court Account      1,468.01  
  Municipal Court Bond 

Account         519.75  
  Transportation Sales Tax 

Receipts      6,552.22  
  General Fund CD 

 
   24,164.41  

  General Fund CD 
 

   26,837.43  
  Sewer Fund CD 

 
     5,124.06  

  Sewer Fund CD 
 

   10,553.52  
  Mill and Overlay CD    16,366.19  
  Total  

  
    

 
 $ 328,146.30  

       



City of Houston Lake Annual Budget Meeting Final Minutes - June 13, 2022 Held on June 20, 2022 at 

7:00pm Held in person at City Hall and Virtually via Zoom (due to software issues it did not record on 

Zoom) 

 

A SPECIAL ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2023 BEGINNING JULY 1, 2022 AND 

ENDING JUNE 30, 2023 will be red, and put on the agenda for a vote at this budget meeting. 

 

Mayor Stone opened the meeting at 7:00 pm - Roll Call Present: Mayor Chuck Stone, Alderwoman Teena Walker-

Robin, Alderwoman Anne-Marie Murphy attended in person, Alderwoman Sarah Farsace and Alderwoman Ashley 

Fuglestad attended virtually. 

 

Motion to Approve the Agenda for the Budget Meeting for June 20, 2022 - 1st Motion Alderwoman Murphy, 2nd 

Alderwoman Walker-Robin, Vote: Aye - Alderwoman Farsace, Alderwoman Walker-Robin, Alderwoman Fuglestad, 

Alderwoman Murphy; Ney: none; Abstain: none 

 

Mayor Chuck Stone delivered a Budget Message - including information on the Fire Protection and Houston Lake 

line items on the new budget. Spoke of the difference between the income and expenses and how to bring them into 

balance. 

 

Public Comment - 

Evonne Brionnes - Explained calculation of fire protection rate with the property tax rate. Add fire suppression tax to 

the August or November ballot? KC Sewer and Trash expenses are off by $1,000 with the expenses being greater. 

Sarah Schofield - asked if a the city could send a request for proposal sent for city services 

Sharon Delafuente - asked the Houston Laker line item to reduce maintenance; was that amount just the Houston 

Laker or office combined. 

 

Council discussed the need to obtain more information prior to voting. 

 

Motion to table the vote on 2022-2023 Fiscal Year Budget for City of Houston Lake until the July 11, 2022 

meeting - 1st Motion Alderwoman Murphy, 2nd Motion Alderwoman Farsace; Vote: Aye - Alderwoman Fuglestad, 

Alderwoman Farsace, Alderwoman Walker-Robin, Alderwoman Murphy; Ney - None; Abstain - None; Motion Passes 

 

Motion for Adjournment of Budget Meeting - 1st Motion Alderwoman Murphy, 2nd Motion Alderwoman Walker-

Robin; Vote: Aye - Alderwoman Murphy, Alderwoman Walker-Robin, Alderwoman Farsace, Alderwoman Fuglestad; 

Ney - None; Abstain - None; Motion Passes 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 19:43 

 

 

City of Houston Lake City Council Meeting Final Minutes - June 13, 2022 at 7:30pm 

POSTPONED UNTIL JUNE 20, 2022 

Mayor Stone opened the meeting at 7:44  pm - Roll Call Present: Mayor Chuck Stone, Alderwoman Teena Walker-

Robin, Alderwoman Anne-Marie Murphy attended in person, Alderwoman Sarah Farsace and Alderwoman Ashley 

Fuglestad attended virtually. 

 

Motion for Approval of Agenda for June 20, 2022  - 1st Motion Alderwoman Walker-Robin, 2nd  Motion 

Alderwoman Murphy; Vote:  Aye - Alderwoman Fuglestad, Alderwoman Farsace, Alderwoman Walker-Robin,  

Alderwoman Murphy; Ney - None; Abstain - None; Motion Passes 

 



Motion to approve the Minutes from May 9, 2022 - 1st Motion Alderwoman Murphy, 2nd Motion Alderwoman 

Farsace; Vote: Aye - Alderwoman Farsace,  Alderwoman Murphy,  Alderwoman Walker-Robin, Alderwoman 

Fuglestad; Ney - None; Abstain - None; Motion Passes 

 

Emergency Management 

Fire Department Keith Payne presented - Been pretty quiet. FD ran 6 calls between January and June. Those 

included 2 dogs on the ice in the lake, 1 medical and 1 CO detector. 

Sheriff Report Deputy Burnes presented - 2 calls for service one was a resident check and one was a fireworks 

call. Only one citation for a traffic stop was written. 

 

Codes Report for May 2022 Presented by Cathy Grove, Codes Enforcement Officer. All is quiet, zero violations in 

May. The April violation is being worked on with the resident and progress is being made. Please see 3430 NW 

Edgewater as an improved property. 

 

Venetian Gardens Homeowners Association Report Presented by Brendan Brousseau - Thank you to everyone. 

Residents were on the lake last weekend. The razoring of the weeds and the ducks are not a big issue. Water sample 

came back good. Some properties do have an easement and some residents do have property into the lake itself. 

Aquacide was applied to the lake. Depth Finder has been set up to use. 

 

Public Discussion 

Linda Kramer - presented her concerns for the ditch that has been created since the paving on Adrian was done and 

that the proposal from the paving company was not acceptable to her. 

 

Permits: 

Motion to Approve Burn Permit for 5452 NW Venetian Drive - PERMIT NOT TURNED IN - No Vote 

Motion to Approve Burn Permit for 5343 Edgewood Circle - 1st Motion Alderwoman Murphy, 2nd Motion 

Alderwoman Walker-Robin; Vote: Aye - Alderwoman Fuglestad, Alderwoman Farsace, Alderwoman Murphy, 

Alderwoman Walker-Robin; Ney - None; Abstain - None; Permit Approved 

Motion to Approve Burn Permit for 5323 NW Wagon Trail - 1st Motion Alderwoman Murphy, 2nd Motion 

Alderwoman Farsace; Vote: Aye - Alderwoman Walker-Robin, Alderwoman Murphy, Alderwoman Fuglestad, 

Alderwoman Farsace; Ney - None; Abstain - None; Permit Approved 

Motion to Approve Building Permit for 5452 NW Venetian Drive - 1st Motion Alderwoman Murphy, 2nd Motion 

Alderwoman Walker-Robin; Vote: Aye - Alderwoman Fuglestad, Alderwoman Farsace, Alderwoman Walker-Robin, 

Alderwoman Murphy; Ney - None; Abstain - None; Permit Approved 

Motion to Approve Building Permit for 5323 NW Wagon Trail - 1st Motion Alderwoman Murphy, 2nd Motion 

Alderwoman Walker-Robin; Vote: Aye - Alderwoman Fuglestad, Alderwoman Walker-Robin, Alderwoman Farsace, 

Alderwoman Murphy; Ney - None; Abstain - None; Permit Approved 

 

Motion to Accept the Treasurer’s Report - 1st Motion Alderwoman Walker-Robin,  2nd Motion Alderwoman Murphy; 

Vote: Aye - Alderwoman Farsace, Alderwoman Fuglestad, Alderwoman Walker-Robin, Alderwoman Murphy; Ney - 

None; Abstain - None; Motion Passes 

 

Motion to Approve Resolution Number 06.13.2022 - 1st Motion Alderwoman Farsace, 2nd Motion Alderwoman 

Murphy; Vote: Aye - Alderwoman Walker-Robin, Alderwoman Fuglestad, Alderwoman Farsace, Alderwoman Murphy; 

Ney - None; Abstain - None; Motion Passes 

 

Old Business - None 

 

New Business - None 

 



Motion to Adjourn - 1st Motion Alderwoman Murphy,  2nd Motion Alderwoman Walker-Robin Vote: Aye - 

Alderwoman Farsace,  Alderwoman Fuglestad,  Alderwoman Walker-Robin, Alderwoman Murphy; Ney - None; 

Abstain- None; Motion Passes  

 

Meeting was Adjourned at 8:55pm 

 

Next City Council Meeting will be held on Monday, July 11, 2022 at 7:30pm with the Annual Budget Meeting beginning 

at 7:00pm 
 

 



ARTICLE II.  PERMITS 

SECTION 500.100: BUILDING     PERMIT 
REQUIRED 

All persons desiring to construct, erect, 
alter or add to any building, boat dock, 
fences, road or drive or any structure in the 
City of Houston Lake, Missouri, must first 
obtain a building permit for such 
construction, alteration or addition from the 
Board of Aldermen of said City.  (Ord. No. 
282 §2, 10-14-02) 

SECTION 500.110: 

PERMIT APPLICATIONS 

All persons desiring to obtain such a permit shall 

submit an application with the complete plans and 

specifications and plot plan for such construction 

showing sizes, estimated cost and details of such 

proposed construction and the location of such 

construction upon the plot of  land.  No new 

dwelling construction or property line fence 

construction will be permitted until after certified 

surveys have been filed with the Board of Aldermen.  

Certified surveys will be required on all additions to 

old dwellings where the new construction will be 

closer to the property line than the old dwelling.  

(Ord. No. 282 §3, 10-14-02)  Applications for a 

building permit may be obtained by leaving a 

message at City Hall 816-741-0644 or contacting 

your Alderman 

Dumpster Permit: is required for all homes 

in our City. (Ord. no. 359 Section 235.060). 

 

Note: Please submit all applications for 

burn permit or building permit to City Hall 

10 days prior to the meeting for 

consideration. Those applications not 

received 10 days prior to a meeting will not 

be considered until the following months 

City Council Meeting. Applications can be 

deposited in the mail box at the front of the 

building. Thank you for your consideration. 

Ordinance 334, Section 230.025 

Open Burning for Recreational Purposes 

All residents of Houston Lake wishing to apply for an 

open burning permit can do so by downloading the 

application on our website Houstonlake.gov or you 

may call city hall and leave your name and phone 

number. After you have filled out the form, please 

slip it through the mail slot on the door at City Hall 

for review and approval by the City Council. 

Fire Danger 
 Over the years, Kansas City has issued several Red 
Flag Warnings to alert residents against starting 
fires. Please pay attention to the local news and 
refrain from starting any fires.  

“To All Residents of Houston Lake” 

If any resident needs a trash container or a 

recycling container, call City Hall 816-741-0644 and 

leave your name, address, phone number and the 

containers will be delivered to your home. 

Parking 

No vehicle shall be parked on any street within the 

city limits of Houston Lake, MO. (Chapter 300 - 

Schedule II, Municipal Code) 

 



 



 



 



 



 


